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Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) administration has ordered
a probe on February 10 into the controversy that has been
rocking the campus and political circles.
Slogans like “Kashmir ki azadi tak jung chalegi, Bharat ki

barbadi tak jung chalegi” were raised by the participants at a
protest meet organized in support of Parliament attack convict
Afzal Guru and Jammu & Kashmir Liberation Front co-founder
Maqbool Bhat.  

The anti-national sloganeering led to clashes between student
organizations. The incident also sparked a massive debate on social
media sites as several videos of the night were shared and posted
on Facebook and Twitter. 

The JNU administration ordered the inquiry after the ABVP
staged a protest outside the VC’s office demanding rustication of
those involved in the incident. 

The inquiry committee will be headed by the chief proctor of
JNU. The ABVP, meanwhile, has given a seven-day ultimatum to
the administration to complete the inquiry and take action. 

JNU vice-chancellor M Jagdesh Kumar claimed that the
administration had been misled by organisers. “The permission for
the programme was sought by giving incomplete information. So
it is an act of indiscipline. A committee headed by the chief proctor
will examine the footage of the event and speak to the witnesses.
On the basis of the report, the varsity will take appropriate action,”
he said. 

The registrar of the varsity, Bupinder Zutshi, said: “It was
nowhere mentioned in the permission request that the event will
be on Afzal Guru. Organisers said that they wanted to organise a
cultural event. How can any talk about disintegration of nation be
in national interest?”

In a free nation, you can demand freedom from that nation
and that - however unpatriotic - will fall within the freedom of
speech framework. Calling for a total destruction of that very free
nation is misuse of the fundamental right the same nation’s
constitution affords us all. This is incitement. So, this time when
the ABVP called this anti-national, it was right. 
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Atearful farewell was given on
February 16 to the soldiers
who were buried alive in an

avalanche on the hostile Siachen
glacier on February 3. All of them
belonged to the Madras Regiment
and their last rites were performed
with full military honours.
The bodies of Havildar M

Elumalai, Sepoy G Ganesan, Sepoy
N Ramamurthy and Lance Havildar
S Kumar were brought to Chennai on
the night of February 15 and later
taken to their native places.
Elumalai was laid to rest with full

military honours in Adukumparai
village in Vellore district. Ganesan
was cremated in his native village
Chokkathevanpatti in Madurai
district, while Kumar was laid to rest
in his home village in Theni district,
while the last rites of Ramamurthy
were performed in Krishnagiri
district. The Tamil Nadu government
announced a solatium of Rs 10 lakh
each to their families.
In Andhra Pradesh, Sepoy

Mustaq Ahmed was laid to rest with
full military honours in his native
village in Kurnool district. A pall of
gloom descended on Parnapalle
village in Bandi Atmakur mandal of
Kurnool as people bid tearful adieu
to the soldier.
Military, police and civil officials

and politicians paid their last respects
to Mushtaq, who was buried at a
village graveyard. Andhra Pradesh
Deputy Chief Minister K E Krishna

Murthy and YSR Congress party
chief Y S Jaganmohan Reddy were
among those who attended the last
rites.
The deputy chief minister later

presented a cheque of Rs 25 lakh to
the family of deceased soldier. The
body of Mustaq reached the village
late Monday night from Hyderabad,
where it was brought from New
Delhi on Monday by a special
aircraft of Indian Air Force (IAF).
Mustaq, 30, is survived by his

wife and aged parents, according to
a defence statement. He had enrolled
in the 19th Battalion the Madras
Regiment in 2004 and served as part
of his battalion in counter insurgency
operations in the North East and in
Jammu and Kashmir.
He had also served in the

Rashtriya Rifles (RR) force in

Jammu and Kashmir. A keen
sportsman, Mustaq volunteered to be
part of one of the most crucial posts
in the icy Siachen Glacier.
In Karnataka, hundreds of people

paid homage to two more victims
from the state as they were laid to
rest with state honours in Mysuru and
Hassan districts.
Sepoy P N Mahesha of H D Kote

in Mysuru district and Subedar T T.
Nagesha of Tejuru in Hassan district
were given a 21-gun salute to the
sound of bugles before their bodies
were buried at their native places.
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah,

who hails from Mysuru district, laid
a wreath on the flower-decked casket
of Mahesha and consoled his
bereaved family. The chief minister
has assured Mahesha's family of
compensation, free farm land and a

Tearful farewell to soldiers
who died in Siachen 
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government job to one of its
members soon. 
Home Minister G Parameshwara

was present at Nagesha's last rites
amid heart-rending scenes as his
family was inconsolable.
A junior commissioned officer

(JCO) and nine other ranks (ORs)
were buried under nearly 30 feet of
ice and snow when the avalanche hit
the Sonam Post on the Siachen
glacier at an altitude of around
20,000 feet.

Lance Naik Hanumanthappa
Koppad was the only one found alive
even though he was trapped under
the snow for about six days. He
succumbed to multi-organ failure at
the Army Hospital Research and
Referral in New Delhi.
Hanumanthappa was cremated in his
home town in Karnataka on Friday.
The bodies of the remaining nine

soldiers were retrieved a week after
the tragedy, and flown into New
Delhi from the frontier Ladakh

region. The mortal remains were
later flown in IAF planes to Pune,
Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Madurai,
Chennai and Thiruvananthapuram,
for sending them to the native
villages of the deceased soldiers.
The other soldiers were Lance

Naik Sudheesh B. of village
Monroethuruth in Kerala's Kollam
district and Sepoy (nursing assistant)
Suryawanshi S V of village
Maskarwadi in Maharashtra's Satara
district.

Daring, highly motivated and one
who was always ready to stare

death in the face, not flinching a bit.
That was Lance Naik
Hanumanthappa Koppad, the
doughty soldier who survived for six
days under tonnes of snow at the
Siachen Glacier, but finally lost the
battle for life on February 11 at an
army hospital in Delhi.
Aged just 33 and extremely

physically fit, Hanumanthappa
volunteered more than once for
postings in inhospitable and difficult
areas, serving in these areas for 10
years out of his 13-year-long army career.
At a personal level, Hanumanthappa was an ever-

smiling person who shared cordial relations with his
army colleagues and subordinates. A resident of
Betadur village in Dharwad district of Karnataka,
Hanumanthappa enlisted in the Madras Regiment's
19th Battalion on October 25, 2002.
He was deployed in Mahore in Jammu and

Kashmir from 2003 to 2006, where he was actively
involved in counter-insurgency operations. He again
volunteered to serve the 54 Rashtriya Rifles
(MADRAS) in Jammu and Kashmir from 2008 to
2010, where he displayed indomitable courage and

gallantry in fighting terrorists.
The lance naik also volunteered

to serve in the northeast from 2010
to 2012, where he actively
participated in successful operations
against the National Democratic
Front of Bodoland and United
Liberation Front of Assam.
Hanumanthappa was posted on

the Siachen Glacier from August
2015. He was deployed on one of
the highest posts where
temperatures can plummet well
below minus 40 degrees Celsius and
winds of up to 100 km per hour

batter the frozen landscape and army men deployed
there.
He along with his team members were deployed

at the army's Sonam Post - the highest permanently
manned post in the world - when an avalanche
engulfed their camp on February 3.
The 10 soldiers buried alive were maintaining the

world's highest helipad in the area, which brought
supplies for soldiers on the Siachen Glacier. While
nine soldiers, including one Junior Commissioned
Officer, died, Hanumanthappa was the only one who
cheated death for a few days more than his
colleagues.

Lance Naik Hanumanthappa:
Daring soldier to the core
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Telangana Rashtra Samithi (TRS) bagged
Narayankhed assembly seat in the by-elections
with a huge margin, snatching it from opposition

Congress party. TRS candidate M Bhupal Reddy has
been elected with a massive majority of over 53,000
votes over his nearest rival P Sanjeeva Reddy of
Congress.
In the by-election held on Saturday, 81.72 percent

of 1.88 lakh voters had cast their votes. While Bhupal
Reddy polled 93,076 votes, Sanjeeva Reddy secured
39,451 votes. Telugu Desam Party (TDP) candidate M
Vijayapal Reddy finished third with 14,787 votes. The
by-election was necessitated due to the death of sitting
Congress legislator P Kishta Reddy in August 2015.
The Congress party, which fielded Kishta Reddy's

son Sanjeeva Reddy, was banking on sympathy factor
while TRS, buoyed by a series of electoral victories,
was looking to wrest the Congress stronghold on the
basis of development and welfare schemes undertaken
during last 19 months.

Narayankhed in Medak district has always been a
Congress stronghold. TRS had never won this assembly
seat, while TDP could win it only once in 1994. In 2014
elections, Congress party's Kishta Reddy was elected
with a majority of 14,746 votes over Bhupal Reddy of
TRS. 
The win in Narayankhed has further strengthened

TRS as this was the first by-election for an assembly
seat after 2014 polls. 

TRS wins Narayankhed
assembly seat with huge margin
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Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu on February 17 laid

the foundation stone of the state's
temporary secretariat in the
upcoming state capital Amaravati
near Vijayawada.
Naidu performed bhoomi pooja

to launch the construction of the
temporary secretariat on 45 acres at
Velagapudi village in Guntur district.
Construction majors L&T and

Shapoorji Pallonji have agreed to
complete six lakh square feet of
building space in four months. The
state cabinet, earlier this week,
agreed for a price of Rs 3,350 per

sq.ft., up from Rs 3,000 decided
earlier.
Of the total 45 acres, 27 acres

have been earmarked for government
buildings and the rest for public
facilities. Three building blocks are
proposed to be constructed for
housing the offices of government
departments, which are currently
functioning from Hyderabad, the
joint capital of Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh.
Naidu's cabinet colleagues,

assembly Speaker Kodela Sivaprasad
Rao and top officials attended the
foundation stone laying ceremony.
Speaking on the occasion, Naidu said
the complex was being constructed
to ensure smooth governance from

Vijayawada.
Though the chief minister and

ministers are functioning from
Vijayawada for last few months, the
officers and staff continue to work
from Hyderabad. 
Lack of coordination and other

problems in running the
administration forced the
government to embark on
construction of the temporary
secretariat. 
Naidu described it as a new

beginning and the first step in
development new capital Amaravati.
The chief minister said farmers

had come forward to offer 33,000
acres land under land pooling for
construction of the capital.

AP begins work on
temporary secretariat
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Dr Ranganayakulu Bodavala,
fondly called as Ranga, an
MBA and Post-Doctoral

Takemi Fellow from Harvard School
of Public Health, Boston, and Public
Health Specialist gained insight into
the difficulties faced by poor during
his travel in the villages in India,
Afghanistan, Cambodia, Kenya, and
Tanzania. 
In a gradual turn of events, Ranga

founded Volunteers for Rural Health,
Education, and Information Tech-
nology (THRIVE, www.thrive.in) in
the year 2001 with a few other
likeminded individuals to do
something about the difficulties faced
by people, especially women,
children, and the aged living in far
flung forest and rural areas.

Being fascinated by simple and
innovative technology that could
solve many problems faced by those
living in the rural areas, he began his
pursuit of the subject of solar lighting
for off grid areas as a life mission. 

In the absence of a committed
manufacturing partner for its
innovative rural lighting efforts,
Ranga decided to enter the
manufacturing domain with
THRIVE’s own solar technology

DR RANGA, 
A RAY OF LIGHT FOR
THE RURAL AREAS
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division. In 2007, THRIVE® Solar
Energy Private Limited was
launched. 
Today, ThriveSolar Energy

(www.thriveenergy.co.in)
manufactures inexpensive high
quality solar powered LED lights and
makes them available to its
customers, mostly from the rural and
off-grid areas through comfortable
financing mechanisms. 
Over a period, the NGO,

THRIVE has been phased out and in
its place the One Child One Light
(OCOL) foundation supported by
Thrive Solar and Ranga has come
into existence to promote the usage of
Solar LED Study Lights.
Today, Thrive Solar family has

nearly 500 employees, mostly
consisting of women. The
manufacturing and development
facilities are located in Industrial
Development Area, Cherlapally,

Hyderabad. THRIVE’s 20 acre
campus located in Chintapally,
Nalgonda District of Telangana, now
serves as a resource centre 
For its contribution to bringing

about change in the lives of people,
THRIVE received the World Bank
and IFC sponsored Development

Market place Award (2006) and
Lighting Africa Award (2008) and
Lighting Tanzania Award 2010.
THRIVE has utilized the award and
opportunity to develop a range of
lighting products and spread them in
many parts of India and outside
through its network of partners.

THE NEWS BUREAU

The Institute of Hotel
Management Catering
Technology and Applied

Nutrition, Hyderabad has
announced its admission
programme for various courses for
the academic year 2016-17.
For graduates, the institute

offers post graduate diploma in
accommodation operations and
management with duration of one
and a half years. The course relates
to hospitality industry with training
inputs in housekeeping and front
office.

Principal,
Sanjay Kumar
Thakur says,
graduates in any
stream from a
recognized
university and
candidates who
have appeared
for final year
examination and
waiting for
results may also
apply for the course.
The institute also offers

craftsmanship course in food
production with duration for one

and half years and
craftsmanship course in food
production and food and
beverage service with a
duration of 24 weeks for the
candidates who have passed
SSC. For more details such as
fee and application forms,
candidates may visit
institute’s website
www.ihmhyd.org, Sanjay
said adding that the duly
filled in forms along with

registration fee as applicable for
different strata of candidates should
be sent to the institute on or before
June 24, 2016.

IHM Hyderabad announces
admission programme
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MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI

Water is essential for
sustaining life and our
ecosystem as a whole and

India is by far the largest and fastest
growing consumer of ground water
in the world. 

In our country, ground water is a
common pool resource (CPR), used
by millions of farmers, and about 84
percent of the total addition to the net
irrigated area comes from ground
water. It also remains the only
drinking water resource in most of
our rural households. 

Besides, many industries depend
on ground water. Moreover, food,
energy and water are interlinked.
Despite the importance of water in
our sustainability, it is distressing to
note that ground water is being
exploited beyond sustainable levels,
and ground water pollution and
depletion remain serious issues.
India possesses an estimated

1,123 billion cubic metres (bcm) of
utilisable water out of an annual
estimated available water of about
1,869 bcm. Over 80 percent of the
rural and about 50 percent of urban
and industrial water requirements of
India are being met from ground
water resources and about 45 percent
of created irrigation potential in the
country is through development of
ground water resources. 
Despite such dependence on

water, according to several studies
the condition is alarming. It is glaring
to note that 22 out of 32 major cities
have to deal with daily shortages.
The worst-hit city is Jamshedpur,
where the gap between demand and
supply is a yawning 70 percent. 
According to the World Research

Institute, India is one of the most
water-challenged countries in the
world, from its deepest aquifers to its
largest rivers. Out of the 632 districts
examined to determine the quality of
ground water, only 59 districts had

According to the World Research Institute, India is one of the most water-
challenged countries in the world, from its deepest aquifers to its largest
rivers. Out of the 632 districts examined to determine the quality of ground

water, only 59 districts had water safe enough to drink. 

Water crisis is the biggest
killer in making
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water safe enough to drink. 
Almost 600 million people are at

higher risk of surface-water supply
disruptions. More than 100 million
people live in areas of poor water
quality. Shrinking supply might have
serious ramifications for agriculture
sector which uses 90 percent of the
available water.
54 percent of India faces high to

extremely high water stress and
about 600 million people are at
higher risk of surface-water supply
disruptions. By 2030, the national
supply is predicted to fall 50 percent
below demand.
According to the UN, India lost

more than 6,00,000 children under 5
years in 2010 due to WASH (water,
sanitation and hygiene). Analysts
fear that growing competition for
rapidly dwindling natural resources

will trigger inter-state or intra-state
conflict. 
According to several other

reports nearly 85 percent of the rural
drinking water supply in the country
is based on ground water. Vagaries of
monsoon rainfall resulting in reduced
rainfall and exploitation of ground
water for irrigation, domestic and
industrial purpose in a proportion
more than the rainfall recharge are
the main factors that have resulted in
depletion of ground water.
Based on the categorisation of

6,607 units (blocks, mandals, talukas,
districts, firkas) in the country, 1,071
units (the actual number could be
significantly higher in some states) in
16 states and two UTs have been
categorised as ‘overexploited’, where
the annual ground water extraction
exceeds the net annual ground

availability, and where the stage of
ground water development exceeds
100 percent with significant decline
in long-term water level trend in
either pre-monsoon or post-monsoon
period or both  (also known as ‘dark
blocks’). 
This number was 802 in 2009 and

has increased by 33 percent to 1,071
in 2011. Agricultural area covered
under the dark blocks is about 5 lakh
sq km.
As of May 2015, states have

reported 63,282 water quality-
affected rural habitations (arsenic:
1,482, fluoride: 11,309, salinity:
16,289, iron: 32,020, nitrate: 2,182).
Heavy/toxic metals have been found
in nearly 8,862 rural habitations.
Punjab, Assam and West Bengal are
the most affected states in terms of
emerging water contaminants in
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drinking water resources. 
According to the central pollution

control board (CPCB) of the ministry
of environment, forests and climate
change, the ground water quality is
slowly but surely declining
everywhere. Ten states have excess
concentration of arsenic, 20 states
have higher concentration of
fluorides, 21 states have higher
concentration of nitrate and 15 states
have higher concentration of heavy
metals such as lead, chromium
beyond norms prescribed by the
Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS-
2012).
According to the CPCB, an

alarming picture is beginning to
emerge in many parts of the country
in respect of the slowly but surely
declining ground water quality.
Intensive use of chemical fertilizers
in farms and indiscriminate disposal
of human and animal waste on land
result in leaching of the residual
nitrate concentrations in ground
water. 
Ground well extraction from tube

wells from irrigation is adding large
quantities of arsenic every year in

agricultural fields, resulting in high
built-up of arsenic in soils and
subsequent accumulation in crops
and vegetables. 
Fluoride contamination in ground

water is mainly geo-genic, wherein,
during weathering and circulation of
water in rocks and soils, fluoride is
leached out and dissolved in ground
water and thermal gases. The
concerned ministry/department has
not shown any interest in adoption of
latest technology in this vital area
and as such it has so far remained
largely neglected. 
No serious and systematic efforts

have been made by the government
towards development, management,
conservation and related issues such
as shortages, scarcity, depletion and
pollution of ground water, in spite of
the alarming trend towards ground
water problems in both quantitative
and qualitative terms, and that no
single agency is maintaining the
database on quantum of artificial
recharge to ground water.
No study has been undertaken by

the central ground water board
regarding the losses caused to

agriculture, economy, health and
environment due to the dark blocks.
The artificial recharge scheme was
closed on March 31, 2012 and there
is no separate scheme for artificial
recharge of ground water or
contamination of ground water
during the 12th five-year plan.
Out of the total length of 45,019

km of major rivers in India, 33
percent of the stretches are polluted.
In Delhi, out of the nine zones only
two zones are safe and the rest are
reported to be overexploited zones in
terms of ground water development.
There are 1,79,999 habitations in

the country having water problem
associated with fluoride, arsenic,
iron, salinity and nitrate. This is over
and above the hazard posed by
anthropogenic/man-made
contaminants such as manganese,
lead, chromium, cadmium etc. in
ground water in some parts of the
country, resulting from mining
activities or seepage from untreated
industrial wastes. Growing
construction of septic tanks has
become for want of sewer lines in the
countryside has become another
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source of sub-soil contamination. 
70 percent of the sewage is

discharged untreated.
Ray of hope
Despite a gloomy scenario with

one of the most important natural
resources, we have a ray of hope of
what has been done in India and
across the globe. 
Oman is a good example for a

good ground water
strategy/management. It has
successfully combined demand side
measures to control, protect and
conserve water resources with supply
side measures to augment the
resources. Demand side measures
include obligatory registration of all
wells, introduction of well permits,
national well inventory, well
metering, improving irrigation
techniques, public awareness
campaigns for water conservation,
etc. while the supply side measures
include large recharge dams.
In Arizona of the US, a similar

issue is addressed by legislation that
requires balancing extraction with
recharge. In 1980 it enacted the
groundwater code, whose goal is to
(1) control severe ground water
depletion, and (2) provide the means
for allocating Arizona’s limited
ground water resources to most
effectively meet the state’s changing
water needs. 
Rooftop rainwater harvesting has

been made mandatory in 31
states/UTs. Remaining states are
mostly hilly and rainwater harvesting
in these states is already in practice.
Anna Hazare has transformed the

village of Ralegan Siddhi in
Maharashtra into a model sustainable
village through water harvesting and
cooperation. Another example is
Rajendra Singh, whose NGO Tarun
Bharat Sangh has transformed the
Alwar District of Rajasthan through
community-based efforts in water

harvesting and water management.
Excessive use of chemical

fertilizers and pesticides must be
controlled and regulated and we have
an example of Bathinda in Punjab,
which is now known as a cancer belt
only because of misuse of fertilizers.
They not only pollute ground water
but also cause damage to life. 
Water is a state subject (the

centre’s role is only in respect of
inter-state rivers), and despite a need
to include it into the concurrent list if
not the central list, it has met with
opposition from states and has not
been done. We need to evolve a
national consensus on this issue
without losing time. 
India has been known to be

proactive with regards to water in the
past. There are inscriptions dating as
early as 600 AD citing that ancient
kings and other benevolent persons
considered construction of small
dug-out ponds as one of their

bounden duties to collect rain water
and use them to recharge wells. We
need to go back to the basics and
peep into our past to find solution to
the most pressing problems of our
time through water conservation and
harvesting.
We need immediate policy and

regulation for ground water
extraction, harvesting and
sustainability of water resources for
meeting the increasing demand of the
growing population in the decades
ahead. 
It is not the food, energy or the

population crisis but it is the water
crisis that will let us down as a
nation, as on water depends the food
and energy security. Water security is
important for development and
security of the country. It is a wake-
up call for each one of us.  

(Dr Joshi, MP, is a former
cabinet minister and the founder
general secretary of BJP.)
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Southern state of Karnataka
rolled out a red carpet for
global investors to invest in the

state and make best use of its
resources to create thousands of jobs
and generate wealth.
Showcasing the state's strengths

and resources at the Global Investors
Meet (GIM) on February 3, Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah said the World
Economic Forum had identified
Karnataka among top four innovation
hubs worldwide and Bengaluru was
ranked as the fourth largest global
tech cluster after Silicon Valley and
Boston in the US, and London.
"Karnataka is a $120-billion

economy. Let us make it a $700-
billion economy by 2035. If India
aspires to grow at nine per cent, let us
aspire to grow at 10 per cent," the

chief minister said at the inaugural
ceremony of the three-day GIM at the
Bangalore Palace grounds.
Asserting that the state had high

technology and skilled workforce,
Siddaramaiah said 400 of the Fortune
500 firms had made the state their
home and continue to invest in the
state, especially in IT, biotech,
science and technology, aerospace
and start-ups.
"Bengaluru is the hub for IT,

biotech, science and technology,
aerospace and start-ups. Our rich
talent pool, ability to envision future
and make it happen through
technology will attract investments
from global and domestic firms," he
said. Seeking funds for the state in the
union budget for 2016-17 to facilitate
growth, he said the state government
had come out with several polices to
strengthen industrial growth across

the state.
"We have resolved to strengthen

industrial growth across the state
through polices spanning industries,
IT, textiles, agri business and food-
processing, tourism and start-ups in
IT, biotech and manufacturing
sectors," he said.
In this context, the chief minister

told the gathering -- that included
central ministers, India Inc
representatives, international
delegates and investors -- that a
global agency had ranked Bengaluru
among the 20 start-up eco-systems in
the world.
"We have taken a number of

measures to promote ease of doing
business across the state. We are also
exploring an industry-government
partnership entity to promote a host
of services under the 'Invest
Karnataka' brand," he said.

Invest Karnataka: Red carpet
rolled out for global investors 
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Karnataka police have arrested
16 people including three
women on February 8 in

connection with a major child
trafficking racket that smuggled 25
boys and girls under the age of 10
years to US under false identities. 
The children were either handed

over to their parents who are living
in the US as illegal migrants or to
child-trafficking gangs. The racket is
spread across Gujarat, Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu. 
Police managed to arrest 44-year-

old Uday Rudra Pratap Singh, the
alleged kingpin of the racket, from
his home in Bengaluru. 
Explaining the modus operandi,

police said that the gang members
would pose as couples and travel to
the US with a child pretending to be
his or her parents. Once they reached
the US, the child would be handed

over to local contacts and the couple
would return to India.
The whereabouts of the 25-30

kids who were abducted or taken
with the consent of their
grandparents from Gujarat, Bihar,
UP and Karnataka is not known so
far. 
In addition to Uday Prathap

Singh, the police have arrested
Michael, 37, Rajesh, 43, Simon, 36,
Kushalappa, 34, Gunashekar, 42,
Dominic Arul Kumar, 46, Pravin, 43,
Joison, 37, Manjunath,  38, Francis,
Christopher Anand, Sangeetha
Prakash, Sudhir Kumar Kestur, Latha
Vema Reddy, Bhanu Prakash and
Veena Prakash - all residents of
Bengaluru. A few travel agents are
also in trouble for supporting the
racket. 
“About a year ago, we received

information about a child trafficking
ring functioning from Bengaluru and
we formed a special investigation

team (SIT). We collected information
from the passport office, foreigner
regional registration offices, travel
agents and police from different
states and uncovered the racket. We
are interrogating the 16 members we
have arrested. Hopefully, we should
be able to track down the kids,” said
Additional Commissioner of Police
(Bengaluru-East) P Harishekaran,
who headed the SIT. 
The kingpin of the racket would

identify potential transporters - men
and women who were teamed up to
behave like couples. Then, abducted
kids or kids handed over by the
grandparents, whose children had
entered the US illegally, would be
assigned to each couple, and trained
to behave like a family in Bengaluru. 
The gang then prepared fresh

identities for the family, including
ration cards, Aadhar cards, birth
certificates, voter IDs, house rent
agreements etc. on the basis of which

Karnataka police bust international
child trafficking ring 
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the family would secure a passport in
Bengaluru. 
A team in Chennai would then

assist the gang in procuring Non-
Immigration B1/B2 visa (business
and pleasure). 
“On obtaining the visa, the family

would travel to the US from Chennai.
The parents would return within a
week after dropping the children off.
In some cases, the couple returned to
India within 48 hours. But in all the
cases, the children never returned.

We verified the antecedents of these
transporters, and none of them reside
at the addresses mentioned in the
passport or their documents. We are
tracing transporters from all the three
states,” added Harishekaran. 
Many of the transporters were

from middle-class families from
north India. Each couple was paid Rs
3 lakhs to accompany the child. In a
few cases, persons impersonating
either the mother or the father had
not returned to India. The police said

they are investigating how the kids
were convinced to travel to the US
with strangers.
“The gang said a few families

living in the US illegally wanted to
be reunited with their kids. More
than 12 kids were reunited with their
parents using false identities,” an
officer from the SIT said.
Caption: Pictured: Some of the

men being investigated over possible
links to the child trafficking racket.
The investigation is ongoing. 
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The Advanced Training
Institute for Electronics and
Process Instrumentation (ATI-

EPI), Ramanthapur was setup in the
year 1974 by Directorate General of
Employment & Training (DGET)
under Ministry of Labour,
Government of India with the
assistance of International Labour
Organisation (ILO)/Swedish
International Development Agency
(SIDA) to cater to the needs of the
industries / organizations in the field
of Electronics and Process
Instrumentation.
The institute, situated on a

sprawling 20 acres of land near
Doordarshan Kendra Studio,
Ramanthapur, Hyderabad, has well
equipped laboratories with state of
the art training equipments and
modern lecture halls providing air
conditioned comforts to make
learning a pleasant experience, said
S Sreenivas Naik, director of the
institute..
This Institute has been transferred

to Ministry of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship with effect from
April 16, 2015, the director said
adding that the institute offers
various short term training
programmes in  Industrial
Automation, Process Instrumentation
& Control including DCS,
Information Technology, Digital and
Analog Electronics, Microprocessors
& Microcontrollers, VLSI Design,
PCB Design, Fibre Optics
Communication /Maintenance &
Repair of Cell Phones, Medical
electronics, Lab View Programming
and Instructor Training Courses
under CITS. 
Apart from the scheduled

programs, the institute also offer
Tailor made programs to cater to the
specific requirements of industries /
institutions / organizations /
departments, the director said.
He further said that the institute

is ready to train the large population
of youngsters vocationally to create
young and talented work force to
cater to the global needs. 
The institute’s clientele include

Hindustan Aeronautics Limited,
Army Base Workshop-Bengaluru,
Naval Armament Depot-
Visakhapatnam, Visakhapatnam Port
Trust, Defence Research and
Development Organisation,
Department of Atomic Energy,
Indian Railways, INS Shivaji,
Lonavala, National Aluminium
Company, Ordinance Factories, State
Directorates of Training and
Employment, Controller of Quality
Assurance, Bharat Heavy Electricals
Limited, Steel Authority of India
Limited, Bharat Dynamics Limited,
Naval Dockyard, Ship Building
Center, Bharat Earth Movers
Limited, National Aerospace
Laboratories, Engineering Colleges
and Polytechnics from all over the
country.

ATI-EPI… catering to the
needs of industries

S. Sreenivas Naik, Director
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The Central Bureau of
Investigation will prosecute
Congress Party leader Ashok

Chavan for the offenses of cheating
and conspiracy in the Adarsh Scam,
which forced him to resign as the
Chief Minister of Maharashtra in
2010.
Maharashtra Governor CH

Vidyasagar Rao, gave the CBI
sanction on February 4 to prosecute
Chavan. Accusing the BJP
government of vendetta politics,
Chavan said, "CBI's re-application to
the Governor to prosecute me is
illegal."
The CBI can now prosecute him

under section 197 of CrPC, for
offenses under sections 120-B
(conspiracy) and 420 (cheating) of
IPC in the Adarsh Cooperative
Housing Society case.
The Adarsh Housing Society, a

31-storey building, which came up in
the prime real estate area of Colaba,
Mumbai, was originally supposed to
be a six-storey structure to house war
widows and heroes of the 1999 Kargil
War. The scam revolved around
politicians, bureaucrats and military
officials flouting rules to acquire flats
below market rates. Chavan's own
relatives were allottees in the

building.
In December 2013, when the

Congress Party was in power,
Maharashtra Governor K
Sankaranarayanan did not grant
sanction to prosecute Chavan. The
UPA-appointed governor resigned
after he was transferred to Mizoram
by the Modi government in August,
2014.
The Centre then appointed Rao, a

senior BJP leader from Telangana,
who had served as Union Minister of
State for Home in the Atal Bihari
Vajpayee government. The BJP and
Shiv Sena also came to power in
Maharashtra in Dec. 2014.
Besides the flouting of rules,

which the public regards as routine,

the most disturbing aspect of the
Adarsh Scam was how ministers,
politicians, top army officials and
bureaucrats were making a beeline to
get flats in a building mean for war
widows.
Some of the prominent names

included Union Minister Suresh
Prabhu, Former Army Chiefs Deepak
Kapoor and N C Vij, Sanjoy
Sankaran, son of former chief
secretary D K Sankaran, diplomat
Devyani Khobragade, and Congress
Party leader Kanhaiyalal Gidwani,
who died in 2012, and his two sons.
Chavan is the head of the

Congress Party in Maharashtra,
which described the Adarsh Scam as
a myth.

Ashok Chavan
to be prosecuted for

ADARSH scam
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Twenty-five-year-old K
Prithika Yashini became the
first transgender Sub-

Inspector when she received the
appointment order on February 15.
Her application was initially rejected
by the Tamil Nadu Uniformed
Services Recruitment Board
(TNUSRB) over her gender choice.
Yashini is one of the 22 persons

who have received their appointment
orders from Sumit Sharan, city
Police Commissioner. Yashini's
application for the post of sub-
inspector was rejected in 2015
because she did not fit in either the
male or the female category.
After she took the matter to the

Madras High Court, Yashini was
allowed to take the written exam,
physical endurance test and viva-
voce. Even after missing the
100-metre dash by a second, the first
bench, comprising Chief Justice
Sanjay Kishan Kaul and Justice

Pushpa Sathyanarayana passed an
order in November 2015 stating that
she was entitled to get the job.
The court also ordered the

TNUSRB to include transgender
people as a "third category" by the
time the next recruitment process is
carried out.
Speaking to the media after

receiving the order, Yashini said her
journey was difficult but she was
happy. She vowed to fight against
female foeticide and to prevent
crimes against women and stressed
for reservation for transgender
people in education and jobs. “My
aim is to become an IPS officer,” she
said.

Yashini becomes
India's first
transgender

Sub-Inspector 
Yashini is one of the 22 persons who have received their appointment orders from Sumit
Sharan, city Police Commissioner. Yashini's application for the post of sub-inspector was

rejected in 2015 because she did not fit in either the male or the female category.
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It appears Indians are interestedonly in cricket, a foreign game.
Even the government offers prize

money and other facilities for
cricketers but no support is given for
other games. 
It is because of this attitude,

international level paralympic
swimmer, Bharat Kumar, who was
born without an arm, wash cars for a
living. 
Bharat won gold medals at the

2005 Junior National Level Athletics
and the 2009 World Games and silver
at the Junior World Athletics in
Ireland. He has also participated in
the 2010 Commonwealth Games and
the Asian Games held in China.
But for all this he is reduced to

penury now. Bharat’s life has been
one of struggle from the start. Born
in Haryana, Bharat was one of six
siblings. His father was a labourer
who worked as a soil digger. Due to
financial problems, Bharat’s father
sent him to Ghaziabad to stay with
his paternal aunt, and he spent part of
his childhood there.
In Ghaziabad, one of 8-year-old

Bharat’s chores was to bathe the four
buffaloes his aunt owned in a river.
This is how he got interested in
swimming. He’d hold the buffalo’s
tail for balance and taught himself
how to swim in the river.
After some time in Ghaziabad, he

returned to his native village where
he went on to win medals at zonal
and inter-zonal levels in school.

Bharat was an athlete before he
became a swimmer. He was
participating in the 2010
Commonwealth Games when he
suffered a foot injury and had no
choice but to pull out of athletics.
However, undaunted by this he
decided to become a swimmer.
Hard work and determination

made him a national level swimmer
by 2011. He has won around 50
medals for India since, but now has
to wash cars to scrape by.
The government’s apathy

towards anything other than cricket
is appalling. It lavishes crores of
money on the ‘gentleman’s game’ but
has scant respect or attention for
other athletes who play for the
country. Bharat used to practice in
the Nehru stadium but could not
afford the diet an athlete needs. He
was forced to sit down with beggars

near a temple to get enough food to
eat.
He says, "I didn't have enough

money for a good diet. So I had to sit
with beggars near the Sai temple to
have my food. That was my diet."
Bharat says, "I started athletics

with a lot of struggle and did reach a
good position. I am from a very poor
family. Despite earning so many
medals for our country, I still have to
wash cars to earn a living."
Bharat has approached many

eminent people with pleas for help,
but so far no one has responded. His
only hope is the government now.
"I don't have an arm and I don't

need one. All I need is some support.
I promise to bring medals in the 2017
Asian Games provided I get the
desired support. I have approached
many celebrities for support but all in
vain. This time, I have written to

Gold-winning swimmer
washes cars for a living
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Rida Zehra, a blind Muslim girl
recites the Bhagwad Gita,
without the use of Braille. At

the tender of age of seven, Zehra she
can do this by heart. 
“I like praying to God, whether it

is by reading Gita or Quran. It doesn’t
matter which God I pray to; after all I
will never be able to see him even if
he is there in front of me,” Times of
India quoted her as saying.
Zehra’s quick learning abilities

were discovered by her principal
Praveen Sharma by sheer accident.
Sharma claimed it took him the help
of several pandits to learn how to
recite the Gita, but Zehra mastered
the book simply by listening to him:
“Zehra was one of the quick learners.
I don’t have its copy in Braille, so I
read it out to her and she knows it
verbatim,” he said.
Zehra who was born with 80 per

cent blindness was sent by her
parents to Brij Mohan School, a
residential institute for the blind in
Meerut, when she was just three. Her
parents and siblings live in Lohia
Nagar where she goes for vacations

and during festivals. She told ToI that
she wants to study and teach other
blind students to deliver them a
‘vision for life’ with education.
Zehra’s father, Raees Haider, who
earns his living by selling biryani in
the captial, said that he simply
wanted his daughter to be educated
in spite of her visual impairment. “It
doesn't matter to me whether she
reads the Gita or the Quran. In fact,
it is a matter of pride that she knows
about other religions too; this will
make her wiser than others," he
said.

Modiji for help," he says.
Bharat isn't the only Indian

athlete who has been forced to live in
penury, and with little recognition.
Sita Sahu, a two-time bronze

medal winner in running in the
Athens Special Olympics in 2011
was selling golgappas and chaat for

a living. Shanti Devi, a 40-year-old
former player of the Bihar kabaddi
team sells vegetables to feed her
children. 
She says she doesn't want her

children to take up the game which
gave her nothing but frustration. The
Indian women’s kabaddi team

returned home after winning the
world cup but had to take
autorickshaws home from the airport.
There was no celebratory welcome
for them, no fanfare and no
recognition. If you want to help
Bharat Kumar, please contact
9811829212.

Blind muslim girl recites
Bhagwad Gita by heart 

EVEN AT THE TENDER AGE OF SEVEN, 
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The government will allow
women in all fighting streams
of the armed forces, President

Pranab Mukherjee said on February
23. "In our country 'Shakti', which
means power, is the manifestation of
female energy. This Shakti defines
our strength. My government has
approved the induction of women as
Short Service Commission officers
and as fighter pilots in the Indian Air
Force," he said.
"In the future, my government

will induct women in all the fighter
streams of our armed forces," the
president said while addressing a
joint sitting of the two houses of
parliament marking the
commencement of the budget
session. President Mukherjee,

however, did not give a timeline for
this.
Women form a very minor section

in the armed forces, with the IAF
having the highest number at 1,350
followed by the army with 1,300 and
the navy with 450 women officers,
according to official information. The
1.3 million-strong Indian armed

forces have 59,400 officers.
A glass ceiling was broken

recently when the IAF announced it
will soon be inducting women fighter
pilots. The Indian Navy is now
planning to induct women as pilots
for reconnaissance aircraft. The
president added that the government
has taken several measures to ensure
safety and security of women.
"My government has initiated

several measures to ensure safety and
security of women which include
nationwide Emergency Response
Systems, a Central Victim
Compensation Fund, Cyber Crime
Prevention against Women and
Children, an Organized Crime
Investigative Agency and an
Integrated Emergency Response
Management System for women's
safety on the railways."

Women to be
inducted in all

fighting streams in
future: President 
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Jet Airways suspended five air-
hostesses who allowed singer
Sonu Nigam to use the plane's

address system to break into song,
delighting not just the passengers,
but also others who watched the
video online.
Recently, Nigam surprised

passengers on board a chartered
flight from Jodhpur to Mumbai on 4
January by taking control of the in-
flight intercom and singing
Bollywood numbers. The famous
singer nonchalantly made his way to
the microphone and performed 'Do
Pal Ruka' from Veer-Zaara (2004).
He was delighted when a few of

his co-passengers joined in, and
encouraged them by saying "Aap bhi

gaate hain. My God, saare singers
hain!" (You also sing. My God,
everyone's a singer here!)
However, Jet was not amused.

Confirming the action, a statement
issued by Jet said: "All cabin crew on
the flight have been taken off flight
duty for enquiry and corrective
training to reinforce strict adherence
to operating procedures."
This is not the first time that an

Indian airline has got into trouble for

allowing singing or dancing in the
air. Two years back, the directorate
general of civil aviation (DGCA)
issued a show-cause notice to
SpiceJet, asking why its licence
should not be suspended, after a
video of the cabin crew on a Goa-
Bangalore flight dancing to 'Balam
Pichkari' in the aisles went viral on
social media. They were dancing to
celebrate Holi.

Jet Airways suspends its crew for
Sonu Nigam's onboard concert
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February 2016 has been
disastrous for the Telangana
Telugu Desam Party (TTDP).

Even as the GHMC election debacle
has shaken the party, it suffered major
setback when three legislators
including its floor leader in the
Telangana Assembly quit the party
and joined Telangana Rashtra Samithi
(TDP).
TDP floor leader in the Assembly

E Dayakar Rao and another MLA V
Prakash Goud, who is the president of
Ranga Reddy unit of the party, joined
the TRS after meeting its president
and Chief Minister K Chandrasekhar
Rao.

"I have been in the party for the
last 35 years. I was a member of the
committee that was formed to prepare
TDP's flag. I joined TDP when I was
25. We tried to revive the party. But,
we could not. People are with the
TRS. The decision to leave the party
is a difficult one,” Dayakar Rao said.
On the other hand, Prakash Goud

said he joined the TRS in the interest
of his constituency's development. A
day before Dayakar and Goud joined
TRS, another TDP MLA, K P
Vivekanand, who represents
Quthbullapur assembly constituency,
joined TRS. So far, eight MLAs of
the TTDP have quit the party and
joined TRS including Dayakar Rao,
Prakash Goud, K P Vivekanand, T

Srinivas Yadav, T Krishna Reddy, M
Kishan Reddy, M Krishna Rao,
Challa Dharma Reddy. 
Meanwhile, TTDP working

president A Revanth Reddy said that
it was to happen one day. It is just like
two secret friends meeting openly.
Dayakar Rao had been in touch with
TRS and CM KCR for long and had
made attempts to weaken the TDP, he
said.
“All those MLAs, who left the

party openly said that it was Dayakar
Rao, who had facilitated their
meeting with the TRS leaders,”
Revanth Reddy alleged adding that
the latest development clearly shows
that they want to bring ‘dorala
rajyam’ in Telangana. 

Double jolt for
TDP in Telangana
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All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen (AIMIM) president

and Hyderabad Lok Sabha member
Asaduddin Owaisi and his MLA
brother Akbaruddin Owaisi were
booked for unlawful assembly,
voluntarily causing hurt, wrongful
restraint, criminal intimidation and
other charges on February 3. 
Owaisi brothers were booked for

attacks on their political rivals during
elections to the Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation (GHMC) on
February 2.
Police said three people were

arrested based on the video footage
of the incident that occurred near
Mirchowk police station where
Congress party's Telangana unit
president Uttam Kumar Reddy and
senior leader and legislator
Mohammed Ali Shabbir were
attacked.
Asaduddin Owaisi with his

followers had come to the police
station, taking objection to the
presence of the Congress leaders,
who were there to seek release of
their party activist Mohammed
Ghouse.
Deputy Commissioner of Police

V Satyanarayana said Asaduddin
Owaisi was an accused in the case,
which has been registered on a
complaint by Congress leaders.
Police took action after analysing the
evidence and screening the video
footage. 
On the other hand, Akbaruddin

Owaisi was booked for the attack on

a candidate of the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) in Jangammet division in
the Old city. Police said an
investigation was taken up after BJP
candidate Mahender lodged a
complaint against the MLA at
Chandrayangutta police station.
Another case was booked against

Asaduddin Owaisi on a complaint by
Mubashiruddin Khurram, a reporter
of Urdu daily Siasat, who was
injured in an attack by MIM workers.
Meanwhile, another MIM

legislator Ahmed Balala, who was
arrested on February 2 for the attack
on the son of Telangana Deputy
Chief Minister Mahmood Ali, was
released on bail by a city court.
A separate case against Balala

was booked on a complaint by Majlis
Bachao Tehreek (MBT) leader
Amjadullah Khan, who was also
injured in an attack. In another
incident in Langar Houz, MIM

workers allegedly attacked their
rivals belonging to the TDP and the
BJP.
Leaders of Congress, Telugu

Desam Party (TDP) and BJP held a
meeting to condemn the attacks and
seek immediate action. A delegation
led by Leader of Opposition Jana
Reddy met Governor E S L
Narasimhan to demand strong action
against MIM leaders.
They said since the governor has

law and order powers in the joint
capital of Hyderabad under section 8
of the Andhra Pradesh
Reorganisation Act, he should invoke
the same to intervene in the matter as
the TRS government was not taking
any action.
The Congress party also wrote to

Election Commission of India,
urging it to derecognise MIM and
disqualify Owaisi brothers from
contesting elections.

Owaisi brothers booked for
attacks during GHMC elections 
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In what can be termed as a seriousblow for the All India Majlis-e-
Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM),

which used to boast ‘Shahar Hamara
– Mayor Hamara’, the Telangana
Rashtra Samithi (TRS) swept the
GHMC polls and installed its control
over the civic body.
Cherlapally Corporator and TRS

youth president Bonthu Ram Mohan
and Borabanda Corporator and TRS
minority leader Baba Fasiuddin were
unanimously elected as Mayor and
Deputy Mayor of Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation (GHMC).
The two corporators were elected

unopposed during the first meeting of
newly elected GHMC. With a huge
majority of 130 in 217 member body

including 67 ex-officio members,
TRS bagged both the mayor and
deputy mayor posts. 
Ram Mohan known as a strong

loyalist of Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao, he had actively
participated in the Telangana
movement since last one decade and
several cases were booked against
him during the movement and was in
jail for few months While Fasiuddin,
president of TRS' student wing,
Hyderabad had actively participated
in the Telangana movement and was
arrested on many occasions.
In a historic win, the TRS bagged

99 seats out of 150, making inroads
into the old city areas. The elections
were held on February 2 with a
voting turnout of 45 per cent. The
TDP-BJP combine were left with as

little as 4 seats, while the Congress
bagged only 2 seats. The MIM has
won 44 seats.
In another boost to the TRS,

people from the Andhra region have
voted overwhelmingly in favour of
the TRS. Crucial wards in the IT
corridor like Madhapur, Gachibowli,
Miyapur, which is dominated by
people from the Andhra region, have
been won by the TRS. Even
Kukatpally, which is considered an
exclusive Andhra enclave, voted for
the TRS. The TDP had won the
Kukatpally Housing Board ward the
last time.
Speaking after the results were

out, KCR said, “This is a historic
victory as no party has ever won
more than 55 seats in GHMC
elections.”

TRS
comes to 
power in

GHMC
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An Indian-origin chemist from
the University of Texas at
Arlington (UTA) has

developed new high-performing
materials for cells that harness
sunlight to split carbon dioxide and
water into useable fuels like
methanol and hydrogen gas.
These “green fuels” can be used

to power cars, home appliances or
even to store energy in batteries.
“Technologies that

simultaneously permit us to remove
greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide
while harnessing and storing the
energy of sunlight as fuel are at the
forefront of current research,” said
Dr Krishnan Rajeshwar,
distinguished professor of chemistry
and biochemistry and co-founder of
the university's centre of renewable
energy, science and technology.
“Our new material could improve

the safety, efficiency and cost-
effectiveness of solar fuel generation
which is not yet economically
viable," added Rajeshwar, who
earned his PhD in chemistry from the
Indian Institute of Science in
Bengaluru.
The new hybrid platform uses

ultra-long carbon nanotube networks
with a homogeneous coating of
copper oxide nanocrystals. It
demonstrates both the high electrical
conductivity of carbon nanotubes

and the photocathode qualities of
copper oxide - efficiently converting
light into the photocurrents needed
for the photoelectrochemical
reduction process.
“Dr Rajeshwar's ongoing, global

leadership in research focused on
solar fuel generation forms part of
UTA's increasing focus on renewable
and sustainable energy,” said
Morteza Khaledi, dean of the UTA
college of science.
Dr Rajeshwar's work is

representative of the university's
commitment to addressing critical
issues with global environmental
impact under the Strategic Plan 2020.
“Creating inexpensive ways to
generate fuel from an unwanted gas

like carbon dioxide would be an
enormous step forward for us all,”
Khaledi added.
The new material also

demonstrates much greater stability
during long-term photoelectrolysis
than pure copper oxide which
corrodes over time, forming metallic
copper. The team is designing,
building and demonstrating a
“microfluidic electrochemical
reactor” to recover oxygen from
carbon dioxide extracted from cabin
air. 
The prototype will be built over

the next months at the centre for
renewable energy science and
technology at UTA, said the findings
published in the journal
ChemElectroChem Europe and a
companion article in the Journal of
Materials Chemistry.
Dr Rajeshwar joined the College

of Science in 1983. He is charter
member of the UTA Academy of
Distinguished Scholars and senior
vice president of The
Electrochemical Society - an
organisation representing the nation's
premier researchers who are
dedicated to advancing solid state,
electrochemical science and
technology.
Dr Rajeshwar is an expert in

photoelectrochemistry,
nanocomposites, electrochemistry
and conducting polymers and has
received numerous awards.

Indian-origin scientist
devises novel materials

for solar fuel cells
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Pakistani-American terrorist David Coleman Headley said LeT had
planned to attack Indian defence scientists at the Taj Mahal Hotel in
Mumbai and that he was asked by Pakistan's ISI to recruit Indian

armymen to spy for them.
Testifying before a Mumbai court on February 9, he also said that the LeT

as a whole was responsible for the terror attacks in India. 
Headley also said, "I met Major Iqbal of ISI in Lahore in early 2006. He

asked me to gather military intelligence from India and also try to recruit
someone from the Indian military to spy. I told Major Iqbal that I would do as
he asked."
"I cannot tell this court who specifically from LeT instructed to conduct

terror acts in India. The group as a whole was responsible. We can, however,
speculate that since Zaki-ur-Rehman was the head of operations of LeT, and
hence all orders would have logically come from him," he told the court.
He also revealed that, "In November, December 2007, the LeT held a

meeting in Muzaffarabad which was attended by his handler in the outfit, Sajid
Mir and one Abu Kahsa. In this meeting it was decided that terror attacks
would be conducted in Mumbai."
"The task of conducting recce of Taj Hotel in Mumbai was assigned to

me. Sajid and Kahsa had some information that there was going to be a
meeting of Indian defence scientists at the conference hall in Taj Hotel. They
wanted to plan an attack at that time," Headley revealed.
"They also made a mock of the Taj Hotel. However, the meeting of the

scientists was cancelled," he said, adding that prior to November 2007, the
place was not decided where terror attacks would be conducted in India.
Headley, who has turned approver in the case, further said that he had

discussed with LeT leaders Hafiz Sahab and Zaki-ur-Rehman sahab that it
would be a good idea to take the US govt to court to challenge its decision to
designate LeT as a foreign terrorist organisation and banning it."
"Hafiz said it was a good idea but then did not say anything more on it.

Zaki thought it will be a long process and many agencies of the Pakistani
government like the ISI will have to be involved," said Headley, while
appearing via video conferencing.
Headley, who is serving a 35-year prison sentence in the US for his role

in the Mumbai attacks, also revealed that his wife had complained to police
about his links with LeT. "In December 2007, my wife Faiza lodged a
complaint with the Racecourse police in Lahore alleging that I had duped her
of money. In January 2008, she complained to the US Embassy in Islamabad
that I was involved in terrorist activities and was closely associated with LeT,"
he said.
In his deposition on the first day, Headley had told the court that Pakistani

terrorists attempted to attack Mumbai twice before the 26/11 strikes in
Mumbai but failed both times.
Describing himself as a "true follower of LeT", Headley had also admitted

during his examination by special prosecutor Ujjwal Nikam that he joined the
ranks of LeT after getting influenced and motivated by the speeches of Hafiz
Saeed, founder of LeT.
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Cyber thieves who steal credit
and debit card numbers are
selling your information for

millions of dollars, a team of
researchers has warned.
Thomas J Holt, Michigan State

University criminologist and lead
investigator of one of the first
scientific studies to estimate
cybercrime profits, said the findings
should be a wake-up call for
consumers and law enforcement
officials.
"In the past two years, there have

been hundreds of data breaches
involving customer information,
some very serious like the Target
breach in 2013. It is a real economic
phenomenon that has real economic
impact and consequences," said Holt,
associate professor of criminal

justice.
For the results, Holt and fellow

researchers analysed online forums
in English and Russian where
criminals sold stolen financial and
personal information, often in
batches of 50 or 100. On average, a
batch of 50 stolen credit or debit
cards can make a seller between
about $250,000 and $1 million.
Although, buyers, in turn, assume

more risk of getting caught but if
they succeed in using the
information, they could make
between $2 million (if only 25

percent of the cards worked) and
nearly $8 million (if all cards
worked).
"If we do not understand the

scope of this problem, if we just treat
it as a nuisance, then we are going to
enable and embolden this as a form
of crime that would not stop," Holt
noted in a paper published in the
journal Deviant Behavior.
Ultimately, Holt said he hopes to

help protect consumers from the
potentially disastrous effects of
identity theft and credit fraud.
"My goal is to make people

cognizant of just how much their
personal information means, how
much value there is," Holt said,
adding that "if we don't understand
the scope of this problem, if we just
treat it as a nuisance, then we're
going to enable and embolden this as
a form of crime that won't stop."

Cyber thieves
selling
information
for millions: 
Researchers
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Breaking in to the male-dominated area, Afroz
Begum and Jahan Aara have become the first
women Qazis in Rajasthan after completing a

two-year training course from Mumbai-based Darul
Uloom-i-Nisawa.
Begum and Aara, both aged around 40 years, said

they passed the test to become Qazis on completion of
their training and will now focus on women's issues.
"We are first women Qazis in Rajasthan. We

completed training from Darul Uloom in Mumbai. Our
families supported us completely and now we will work
for women," Begum, a mother of five, said.
She said the local community has encouraged them

but there were objections from some religious leaders
and male Qazis. 
"We will solemnise Nikaah and perform all the

duties of a Qazi. It is a male-dominated area. If there
are objections, we would like to sit and discuss the
matter with the Qazis and others," she said. 
"We learned about the rights bestowed on women

by Quran. We will not only solemnise Nikaah, but also
work for the rights of women," Aara said.
Meanwhile, there were mixed reactions from the

Muslim community to the news of their appointment as
Qazis.
"Their interpretation of Islamic law is wrong and

their becoming Qazis is an unusual thing. It does not fit
into the social set up," Khalid Usmani, the city Qazi
said, adding the duo was just trying to draw attention.
Secretary of Jamaat-e-Islami Hind, Mohammad

Iqbal said, "As per Islamic law, there is no requirement
of a Qazi to solemnise a Nikaah. It is a matter of consent
and acceptance in the presence of two witnesses.
"Therefore, it is not a big issue that the Qazi who is

solemnising the Nikaah is a man or a woman. But the
issue is about the breaking of certain Islamic laws which
a woman Qazi may do," he said.
Welcoming the move, another muslim cleric Syed

Noorul Haque of Ajmer said: "There is nothing

objectionable about it. They can do it and to understand
them, one needs to understand the fundamentals of
Islam. When Razia Sultan can become a ruler, why can't
these woman become Qazis?"

In a first, two women become
Qazis in Rajasthan 
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For decades, existence of
snowman famously called as
Yeti remained a mystery. But

now it seems Yeti does exist.
A mountaineer, Steve Berry, took

photographs of the some footprints in
the depths of the remote Himalayan
kingdom of Bhutan. They are bigger
than human footprints – and, in any
case, were left on a mountainside so
far untouched by man.
Placed in a single line, one in

front of the other, Berry insists they
couldn’t have been made by a snow
leopard, or any other four-legged
creature. While a bear can walk on
two legs, its sheer bulk would make
it impossible for it to place its paws

so precisely. Instead, Berry believes
they were left by a gorilla-like animal
as it carefully picked its way across
the steep, snow-covered slope. The
tracks were spotted on Gangkhar
Puensum, the world’s highest
unclimbed mountain, when Berry’s
Bhutanese guide spotted them 200
yards away across an impassable
chasm in October 2014.
Sixty-six-year-old Berry, who

lives near Badminton in South
Gloucestershire, said: “The local
people said we were the first to ever
set foot on that pass. I had always
thought that stories about the yeti
were a bit of old bunkum. But there
is no denying these tracks existed.
“The prints were clearly visible

with the naked eye from where we

were standing on a pass at 17,800ft.
There was a vertical drop in front of
us, not to mention a very serious
mountainside to cross, so we could
not get to them. It was another four
days before Berry reached human
habitation and was able to share news
of his find.”
There a yak herder told him he

had seen the yeti, or migo as it is
known in Bhutan, once, some 11
years earlier. Berry says: “He said it
was about 100 yards from him and
standing upright facing him and
looked straight at him. It was
completely covered in long dun
brown-coloured hair and a face
covered in hair like a cat or dog but
of human height.
“Then, he said, You can recognise

Are we close to find yeti? 

NEWSHIMALAYAN
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migo tracks because they put one
foot directly in front of the other” and
I nearly fell over. I showed him the
pictures from my camera and he said,
“Yes, these are migo tracks.”
Berry's company specialises in

Himalayan treks, so no doubt an
appearance by the snowman would
be good for business. However,
while Berry, his guide and even the
Bhutanese royal family – who take a
keen interest in the creature – are
convinced, others are more sceptical.
The explorer, whose photographs

will feature in a Channel 4
documentary later this year, admits
that the fact that his company

Mountain Kingdoms specialises in
trips to the Himalayas will lead to
scepticism about his claims.
Jon Downes, director of the

Centre for Fortean Zoology, said the
slope is so steep that only an animal
like a mountain goat would have
been able to negotiate it.
He said: “I think that the chances

of these prints being from anything
more interesting are negligible and it
is certainly not a bipedal higher
primate. The centre of gravity for
such an animal would mean it just
wouldn’t be able to venture up a
mountain like that.”
The yeti has fascinated the

western world since 1921, when a
Royal Geographical Society
expedition found footprints made by
a wild man of the snows – leading to
the nickname ‘abominable
snowman’.
Since then, the creature, whose

size, shape and name varies from part
to part of the Himalayas, has
steadfastly resisted detection despite
numerous attempts to find it.
Perhaps the most thorough of

them all was the Daily Mail
‘Abominable Snowman Expedition’
of 1954, in which scientists and
mountaineers scoured the Himalayas
for months. 
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More than 1.4 million people
die prematurely every year
in India due to household

and outdoor air pollution, researchers
have estimated.
While air pollution kills more

than 5.5 million people prematurely
every year across the globe, India
and China together account for 55
percent of these deaths, the research
showed.
The international team of

researchers from India, China,
Canada and the US estimated that
despite efforts to limit future
emissions, the number of premature
deaths linked to air pollution will
climb over the next two decades
unless more aggressive targets are
set.
Power plants, industrial

manufacturing, vehicle
exhaust and burning
coal and wood all
release small particles
into the air that are
dangerous to a person's
health. In India, a major

contributor to poor air quality is the
practice of burning wood, dung and
similar sources of biomass for
cooking and heating. 
Millions of families, among the

poorest in India, are regularly
exposed to high levels of particulate
matter in their own homes.
"India needs a three-pronged

mitigation approach to address
industrial coal burning, open burning
for agriculture, and household air
pollution sources," said one of the
researchers Chandra Venkataraman,
professor at Indian Institute of
Technology Bombay, in Mumbai.
In China, burning coal is the

biggest contributor to poor air
quality. Outdoor air pollution from
coal alone caused an estimated
366,000 deaths in China in 2013,
Qiao Ma, a doctoral student at
Tsinghua University in Beijing,

China, noted.
Ma also calculated the expected

number of premature deaths in China
in the future if the country meets its
current targets to restrict coal
combustion and emissions through a
combination of energy policies and
pollution controls. She found that air
pollution will cause anywhere from
990,000 to 1.3 million premature
deaths in 2030 unless even more
ambitious targets are introduced. 
"Our study highlights the urgent

need for even more aggressive
strategies to reduce emissions from
coal and from other sectors," Ma
said. The findings were presented on
Friday at the 2016 annual meeting of
the American Association for the
Advancement of Science (AAAS) in
Washington, DC.
The research is an extension of

the Global Burden of Disease study,
an international collaboration led by
the Institute for Health Metrics and
Evaluation (IHME) at the University
of Washington that systematically
measured health and its risk factors,
including air pollution levels, for 188
countries between 1990 and 2013. 

Polluted air kills
1.4 million people
in India annually:

Study
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Mysuru was ranked the
cleanest city for the second
time in a row on February

15, followed by Chandigarh. But
Dhanbad and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s constituency,
Varanasi, are among the 10 least clean
cities in India, according to the first
survey since the launch of the Swachh
Bharat mission in 2014.
The survey, which was released by

Urban Development Minister
Venkaiah Naidu in Delhi, covered 73
cities including 51 cities with more
than 10 lakh population on cleanliness
and sanitation. 
“Swachh Survekshan- 2016 is

primarily intended to measure the
impact of the efforts under Swachh
Bharat Mission launched after the
survey of 2014,” Naidu added. 
While Mysuru has topped the list

followed by Chandigarh,
Tiruchirappalli, and the NDMC area
of the Capital, Dhanbad in Jharkhand
has been ranked the worst. 
Other cities which have found a

place in the 10 cleanest category in the
survey, conducted by Quality Council
of India, include Visakhapatnam
(Andhra Pradesh), Surat (Gujarat),
Rajkot (Gujarat), Gangtok (Sikkim),
Pimpri-Chindwad (Maharashtra) and
Greater Maharashtra. 
The least clean cities included

Dhanbad (Jharkhand), Asansol (West
Bengal), Itanagar (Arunachal
Pradesh), Patna (Bihar), Meerut (Uttar
Pradesh), Raipur (Chhattisgarh),
Ghaziabad (Uttar Pradesh),
Jamshedpur (Jharkhand), Varanasi
(Uttar Pradesh) and Kalyan Dombivili
(Maharashtra). 
“Cities from South and West

continue to do well overall but those
in other parts of the country,

particularly, in the North are
beginning to catch up with the
traditional leaders,” Naidu said. 
The results of the survey were

analysed to identify the top leaders,
aspiring leaders, cities where
accelerated efforts need to be made
and the slow movers, he added. 
“The last cleanliness survey was

conducted in 2014 among 476 cities
with a population of one lakh and
above and its results were announced
last year. That survey was done before
the launch of Swachh Bharat mission.
This ranking is meant to help the cities
know where they stand in absolute
terms and in relation to others besides
what more needs to be done by each
city to ensure sanitation. In that sense,
the survey is more holistic,
participatory, purposeful and
meaningful for future guidance and
evolving course of action,” the
minister added.

Varanasi among
10 least Swachh
cities: Survey 
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Ateam led by an Indian-origin
engineer from the University
of Utah has discovered a

new kind of 2D semi-conducting
material for electronics that opens the
door for much speedier computers
and smartphones that consume a lot
less power.
The semi-conductor, made of the

elements tin and oxygen or tin
monoxide (SnO) by the associate
professor Ashutosh Tiwari-led team
is a layer of 2D material only one
atom thick, allowing electrical
charges to move through it much
faster than conventional 3D materials
such as silicon. This material could

be used in transistors, the lifeblood of
all electronic devices such as
computer processors and graphics
processors in desktop computers and
mobile devices. 
Transistors and other components

used in electronic devices are
currently made of 3D materials such
as silicon and consist of multiple
layers on a glass substrate. But the
downside to 3D materials is that
electrons bounce around inside the
layers in all directions.
“The benefit of 2D materials is

that the material is made of one layer
the thickness of just one or two
atoms. Consequently, the electrons
can only move in one layer so it's
much faster,” Ashutosh

said.Transistors made with
Ashutosh's semi-conducting material
could lead to computers and
smartphones that are over 100 times
faster than regular devices. 
“Because the electrons move

through one layer instead of
bouncing around in a 3D material,
there will be less friction, meaning
the processors will not get as hot as
normal computer chips,” the authors
noted. 
They will also require much less

power to run, a boon for mobile
electronics that have to run on battery
power. According to Ashutosh, this
could be especially important for
medical devices such as electronic
implants that will run longer on a
single battery charge.
Now that Ashutosh and his team

have discovered this new 2D
material, it can lead to the
manufacturing of transistors that are
even smaller and faster than those in
use today. A computer processor is
comprised of billions of transistors,
and the more transistors packed into
a single chip, the more powerful the
processor can become. 
“The field is very hot right now

and people are very interested in it,"
Ashutosh said, adding that in two or
three years, we should see at least
some prototype device. The paper
describing the material was
published in the journal Advanced
Electronic Materials. 

Indian-origin engineer
discovers ground breaking 2D
semi-conducting material
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Anew study provides useful insight into the
behaviour of stem cell-derived heart muscle
cells which have interested researchers for

many years as potential replacement for damaged
cardiac tissue following a heart attack.
Researchers Yvonne Aratyn-Schaus and Francesco

Pasqualini from Harvard University found that stem
cell-derived heart muscle cells were unable to
effectively replace damaged cardiac tissue because they
did not contract strongly enough, thus making therapies
based on them less potent.
The study, published in the Journal of Cell Biology,

said one possible explanation for this could be that
mechanical forces are not transmitted properly between
the new, stem cell-derived cardiomyocytes and the old,
surviving heart cells. 
The researchers led by professor Kit Parker

developed a simplified, in-vitro system in which single
heart cells isolated from mice were combined with
individual, stem cell-derived cardiomyocytes to form a

two-cell "microtissue" that they called a "muscle on-a-
chip".
Using this approach, the team found that stem cell-

derived cardiomyocytes could structurally couple and
synchronously beat with mouse cardiomyocytes.
Stem cell-derived myocytes contracted less strongly

than their partners, however, and this imbalance resulted
in the cells transmitting mechanical forces to their
surroundings, instead of to each other. Computer
simulations suggest that human cardiomyocytes were
likely to behave similarly, the authors noted.

New insight
into cardiac
stem cell
therapies
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IT services company Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS) said
it has been named the United

Kingdom's top employer for the
second consecutive year by Top
Employer Institute.
"We are delighted to have been

awarded the UK's number one Top
Employer for the second year running
and are looking forward to building
on this progress as we continue to
invest in training and development
for our staff," said a company
statement, quoting Nupur Singh
Mallick, HR director of TCS UK and
Ireland. TCS is one of the 70

employers to receive Top Employer
Institute's accreditation which
assesses companies on nine core
Human Resource (HR) criteria.
The HR criteria include talent

strategy, workforce planning, on-
boarding, learning and development,
performance management, leadership
development, career and succession
management, compensation and
benefits, and company culture, the
statement said.
Established in 1991, Top

Employers certification identifies and
recognises world's leading companies
in HR management and conditions
employing industry-leading research
methodology and audited by Grant

Thornton.
"The Top Employers Institute

examines the HR practices and
offerings that each participating
company puts in place for its people,
to create and maintain optimal
employee conditions," Eleanor
Nickerson, director, UK operations,
Top Employers Institute, was quoted
as saying.
Tata Group company TCS

employs more than 11,000 employees
across 30 locations in UK and serves
more than 150 clients including
Boots, BT, Diageo, National Grid,
Nationwide, NEST, Marks &
Spencer, Thames Water and Virgin
Atlantic and others.

TCS emerges as top UK
employer for second time
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As many as 3,750 new
airplanes valued at $550
billion are expected to be in

demand over the next 20 years in
Southeast Asia, according to the
Southeast Asia Current Market
Outlook (CMO) released by Boeing
ahead of the biennial Singapore
Airshow.
Boeing forecasts the Southeast

Asian region to continue its strong
annual traffic growth at 6.5 percent,
Xinhua reported.
"In this highly competitive

market, airlines are adding capacity
and adapting with new business
models, such as the growing number
of low cost carriers. Boeing continues
to offer the most comprehensive, fuel
efficient and technologically
advanced family of airplanes to meet
our customers' needs," said Dinesh
Keskar, senior vice president of Asia
Pacific and India Sales, Boeing
Commercial Airplanes.
The annual forecast projects

three-fourths of Southeast Asia's new
deliveries will be for growth, with
largest demand for single-aisle
airplanes such as the Next-Generation
737 and new 737 MAX.
There will also be demand for 800

widebody airplanes such as the 777,
777X and the 787 Dreamliner family.
The number of low cost carriers is

expected to grow to more than 45
percent of the total Southeast Asian
market.
In the meantime, Boeing also

projects a worldwide demand for

38,050 new airplanes over the next 20
years, with Southeast Asian carriers
needing more than nine percent of the
total global demand during the
period.

Thousands of planes in
demand over 20 years in

Southeast Asia
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Britain-based global defence
major BAE Systems said it
has selected the Mahindra

group as its partner for the proposed
assembly, integration and testing unit
for the ultra-lightweight howitzers.
India and the US are in

discussions on the proposed foreign
military sale of 145 M777 A2
LW155 Howtizers for the Indian
Army. The Defence Acquisition
Council had cleared the proposal,
worth some Rs 2,900 crore, on May
13 last year.
Looking forward to finalise the

details of the facility in the coming
weeks with Mahindra, BAE said the
proposal demonstrates the
company's commitment to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's 'Make in
India' campaign.
"BAE Systems is pleased to

partner with Mahindra on our offer
to develop an AIT facility in India.
The facility is a fundamental part of
the M777 production line," said
BAE Systems vice president for
Weapons Systems Joe Senftle in a
statement.
BAE Systems said the selection

of Mahindra as the business partner
followed detailed scrutiny of the

group's ability to meet the
requirements and to provide the best
value for the programme, with the
vision of Mahindra evolving to
becoming a strategic partner in India.
The $16.9 billion Mahindra

Group's defence products include
armoured vehicles, underwater
warfare equipment, simulators,
radars and surveillance equipment
catering to all the three wings of the
Indian armed forces.
BAE Systems offers some of the

best advanced technology defence,
aerospace and security solutions,
employing 83,400 people in 40
nations.

BAE selects Mahindras for
'Make in India' howitzers
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In a move unprecedented in theannals of the Indian judiciary, a
High Court judge has stayed his

transfer order - issued by the Chief
Justice of India (CJI) - and issued a
notice to CJI. CS Karnan, a judge of
the Madras High Court, challenged
CJI TS Thakur’s decision.
A shocked Supreme Court stayed

Karnan’s order and ruled that the
Chief Justice of Madras High Court
shall not assign him any further work.
The Apex Court said any
administrative or judicial order
passed by Justice C.S. Karnan after
his transfer to the Calcutta High
Court will stand stayed unless the
Madras High Court chief justice
specially assigns him any matter.
"The operation of all or any

administrative/judicial order(s)
passed by Justice Karnan, after the
issuance of the proposal of his
transfer from the Madras High Court
dated February 12 (unless specially
assigned to him by the chief justice),
shall remain stayed till further
orders," said an apex court bench
comprising Justice Jagdish Singh
Khehar and Justice R. Banumathi.
Noting the submissions by senior

counsel K.K. Venugopal, who
appeared for B. Hari, the Madras
High Court registrar-cum-private
secretary to Chief Justice Sanjay

Kishan Kaul, the apex court order
said: "Having taken note of the
situation, in our view, it would be
appropriate that Justice C.S. Karnan
should hear and dispose of only such
matters as are specially assigned to
him by the chief justice of the Madras
High Court. "It will be open to the
chief justice of the high court not to
assign any further
administrative/judicial work to him,"
the Supreme Court said.
It said it would imply "that no

other orders shall be passed by Justice
Karnan, suo motu or otherwise, in
any matter not specially assigned to
him". The apex court order came on
an application by B Hari that pointed
out that Justice Karnan had
questioned him for the issuance of his
transfer order and using language
short on politeness.
Venugopal said not only did

Justice Karnan question Hari on the
transfer letter, but also used language
that was not courteous. Asking the
high court registrar general to furnish
a copy its order to Justice Karnan, the
apex court said: "It shall be open to
the judge (Justice Karnan) to enter
appearance before this court, in case
he is so advised (in respect of the

instant/pending matter)."
In his order staying his transfer,

Jutice Karnan said the February 12
transfer order goes against the
judgment of the apex court and stayed
it under Article 226 of the
Constitution. Justice Karnan also
urged the apex court not to interfere
in his jurisdiction as he is in the
process of finalising an order on
merits.
He also sent the order to President

Pranab Mukherjee, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Union Law Minister
D V Sadananda Gowda and other
political leaders including Congress
president Sonia Gandhi.
A copy of the order was also sent

to the National Commission for
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes. Speaking to the media, Justice
Karnan said the apex court has no
power to interfere in his domain.
Justice Karnan said the apex court

order has stopped allocation of work
but his judicial powers were still
intact. Justice Karnan is at loggerhead
with Madras High Court Chief Justice
on a number of issues. He had earlier
threatened to move the Scheduled
Castes Commission alleging
harassment by Justice Kaul.

High Court
judge stays
his own
transfer order
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Don't let the high blood
pressure that you have been
diagnosed with scare you out

of your wits. It is not exactly a
disease, but only a warning sign that
the food you have been eating and the
lifestyle you have been leading have
clogged your blood vessels and your
heart is having to exert extra pressure
to keep blood moving through it.
Just as the bad lifestyle caused it,

the good one can cure it. Medicines
are only an aid. The main job has to
be done by your food and those are
quite tasty to boot. So please go into
your kitchen for treatment. Certain
bounties of nature are excellent in
opening up your arteries and those
should be a regular part of your diet
from now.
The most potent of them is

beetroot juice. A glass of this
shimmering liquid should be a daily

part of your intake for life. Treat this
as your daily medicine. You might see
a drop in your readings in as little as
three hours.
Beets are full of nitrates which

cause blood vessels to expand.
Besides reducing BP, these eliminate
toxins. Taking nitrate in natural form
is a hundred times better than taking
a nitrate tablet. Nitrites in killer foods
like hot dogs gave you the disease;
nitrates will cure it.
Those who happen to have kidney

issues should mix it with carrot juice.
Regular use may give a sharp colour
to your urine. Don't be scared. That is
completely harmless.
Please note that the results will

not come in a day. It took you some
15 years to clog your arteries. Please
give your system at least 15 months
to undo the damage. Of course,
medicines can show results in a
matter of days but you have to
account for side-effects also. So

follow a two-pronged strategy. Let
medicines do the SOS job. The long-
term cure will come only through
dietary wisdom.
Another prescribed diet is

blueberries, raspberries and
strawberries. Natural compounds in
them called anchocyanins are your
insurance against hypertension. Eat
them like crazy every day of your life.
Fresh will be the best but the dried
ones will also do. Besides, those are
full of antioxidants.
Garlic too has to be added to your

menu. The organosulphur compound
allicin that it has reduces
hypertension and is also antibacterial
and anti fungal. The pungent clove is
also very good for those with heart
conditions.
Other good foods for those with

BP are bananas, dark chocolate, at
least 85 percent, spinach, cabbage and
coconut water. Plus spice up your
food with rosemary, cumin seeds,
cinnamon, basil, bay leaves, saffron,
turmeric, ginger and black pepper. But
the best antidote for blood pressure is
weight management. If you are on the
plump side, you are almost sending a
written invitation to BP.

Find solution for
BP in your kitchen
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Losing as little as five
percent of your body
weight is enough to reap

significant health benefits, a new
study suggests.
The results indicated that while

additional weight loss will further improve metabolic
health, a mere five percent weight loss is sufficient to
reduce multiple risk factors for Type 2 diabetes and
coronary heart disease.
"Our findings show that even a small amount of

weight loss has important health benefits for multiple
organ systems," said Samuel Klein from Washington
University in St Louis in the US.
The current obesity practice guidelines needs to be

reconsidered towards stressing a target goal of five
percent weight loss, the researchers maintained in a
paper published in the journal Cell Metabolism. 

Obesity is a major risk factor for a number of
chronic diseases, including diabetes,
cardiovascular disease and cancer. The
researchers randomly assigning 40 obese
individuals to either maintain their body
weight or go on a low-calorie diet to lose
five percent, ten percent, or five percent of
their body weight.

Importantly, all of the study
participants showed signs of insulin-
resistant glucose metabolism -- a major
risk factor for Type 2 diabetes. Among the
19 individuals who lost five percent of

their body weight,
beta cell function
improved
significantly, as did
insulin sensitivity in
fat tissue, liver and
skeletal muscle.
Meanwhile, the

nine participants who
achieved additional
weight loss showed
further improvements
in beta cell function
and insulin
sensitivity in muscle
tissue. 

"We hope that these findings will encourage obese
people to take reasonable steps to watch what they eat
and increase their physical activity, because this will
translate into a lower risk for diabetes and heart
disease," the authors pointed out.

Lose just 5 percent weight
to lower diabetes risk
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Social media obsession may
lead to something akin to
classical addiction. Such use

triggers two key parts of the brain
associated with rewards: The
amygdala which is the integrative
place for emotions, behaviour and
motivation and the striatum -- part of
the forebrain and a critical
component of the reward system.
Researchers from California

State University-Fullerton say that
social media-related addictions share
some neural features with substance
and gambling addictions. Since the
meteoric rise of the internet usage
and emergence of various social
media platforms, many young
Indians have been left socially
isolated and lonely.
It's time for a reality check in our

backyard. Take Ramesh (name
changed), a 15-year-old social media
addict in the national capital, who
recently visited Dr Sameer Malhotra,
director, mental health and
behavioural sciences at Max
Healthcare.
Hooked on to Facebook for

nearly 16 hours a day, he had
developed an obsessive personality
profile and was neglecting priorities
of life, including education.
"I have been seeing many

youngsters who are in the grip of
social media addiction. In the case of
Krishnan, I treated him through both

counselling and medication which
helped channelise his energy in
positive work," Dr. Malhotra told
news agency IANS.
"Facebook addiction is similar to

cocaine addiction to a certain level
as there are certain neuro-chemicals
like dopamine which operate across
brain reward pathways and are
responsible for maintaining
addictive behaviour," he said.
According to Dr Malhotra,

teenagers with Facebook addiction-
like symptoms may "have a
hyperactive amygdala-striatal
system, which makes this 'addiction'
similar to many other addictions."
For Dr Samir Parikh, director at

department of mental health and
behavioural Science, Fortis

Healthcare, excessive use of social
media is a common trend today and
such preoccupation leads to an
interference in one's social,
occupational as well as other areas
of functioning.
"Yes, it could be considered

similar to drug addiction to a certain
level though it is not exactly the
same. The difference is more in terms
of the physiological manifestations
involved in the influence of a
substance," Dr Parikh said.
Addiction is defined as repetitive

habit pattern that increases the risk
of diseases or associated personal
and social problems. It is a
subjective experience of "loss of
control".
Addiction connotes dependence

Social media addiction
can trigger cocaine-
like high 
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because there are common
neurochemical and neuroanatomical
pathways found among all addictions
-- whether it is substance, gambling,
sex, eating, internet use or Facebook
obsession.
"They all display similar patterns

of behaviour like inability to abstain,
impairment in behaviour control,
craving, diminished recognition of
significant behaviourial problems,
interpersonal issues and a
dysfunctional emotional response,"
says Dr Birendra Yadav, psychology
clinical operations at telehealth

venture-Poccare, Health enabler.
Experts say Facebook addiction

can lead to impulse-control
disorders, especially among
adolescents where it has led to high
prevalence of depression, aggressive
behaviour and psychiatric symptoms.
The social media has also been

found to have affected lifestyles,
resulting in irregular dietary habits,
decreased physical activity, short
duration of sleep and increased use
of alcohol and tobacco. 
Getting out of Facebook

addiction is subjective and depends

on the context, personality and state
of mind of the individual concerned
and you need to build the will power
of the person through both
counselling and medication, Dr
Malhotra says.
"Overcoming any kind of

addiction is possible with adequate
professional interventions," Dr
Parikh said. So, use social media, but
do not let it take over your life.
Investing time in real relationships
rather than in the cyberworld can
lead to improved mental health, say
experts.

THE NEWS BUREAU

Claimed to be India's lightest
gun, the Rifle Factory in
Ishapore in the state of West

Bengal has launched a firearm that
promises protection to millions of
men and women working under
unsafe conditions. 
Built indigenously at less than

half the cost of Nirbheek, a .32
caliber revolver launched after the
Nirbhaya gang rape case, there are
now as many as 100 pending orders
for the .22 caliber gun named Nidar.
Nidar weighs just 250 grams and

can clock 8 shots. It costs Rs 37,400,
excluding taxes. Nirbheek,
developed by the same arms

manufacturers costs Rs 1, 22,513.
Anyone with a valid arms license can
buy it on the official website of the
Rifle Factory of Ishapore.
The makers of Nidar developed a

new alloy of aluminum named
‘DTD5124’. Since this has negligible
weight but supreme metal strength,
the revolver is easy to fire. Capable
of firing eight rounds loaded in a
revolving chamber, it has accuracy
up to seven meters and a barrel
length of 40.33 mm. According to
senior officials at Rifle Factory
Ishapore, since the weapon has eight
rounds, it can overcome range issues
as firing more than one shot at the
assailant from a close range can be
pretty fatal.

Officer in-charge at Rifle Factory
Ishapore, P K Aggarwal, said, "We
have already dispatched five units of
'Nidar' and have received over 100
orders and queries for the purchase
of it from people across various
strata, especially office-goers and
women." 
He added, "This is a very exciting

start for our product. We expect to
sell at least 10,000 units of the
revolver by the end of the year."
Nidar manufacturers expect good

sales, especially in Uttar Pradesh.
Over 11.22 lakh people in Uttar
Pradesh have arms license which is
four times the number of fire arms
Uttar Pradesh police possesses.

India's
Lightest Gun 
'Nidar' Launched
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Acompound in green tea may
offer a potential new
approach to combating the

joint pain, inflammation and tissue
damage caused by rheumatoid
arthritis.
The researchers confirmed their

findings in a pre-clinical animal
model of human rheumatoid arthritis,
where they observed that ankle
swelling in animals given the
compound in a 10-day treatment plan
was markedly reduced. The
discovery was detailed in the journal
Arthritis and Rheumatology.
"Existing drugs for rheumatoid

arthritis are expensive,
immunosuppressive and sometimes
unsuitable for long-term use," said

lead researcher Salah-uddin Ahmed
from Washington State University in
Spokane, US.
So the team evaluated a

phytochemical called
epigallocatechin-3-gallate (EGCG),
which is a molecule with anti-
inflammatory properties found in
green tea. 
The researchers found that

EGCG has high potential as a
treatment for rheumatoid arthritis
because of how effectively the
molecule blocks the effects of the
disease without blocking
other cellular
functions.
"This

study
has

opened the field of research into
using EGCG for targeting TAK1 - an
important signaling protein - through
which proinflammatory cytokines
transmit their signals to cause
inflammation and tissue destruction
in rheumatoid arthritis," Ahmed said.
Rheumatoid arthritis is a

debilitating autoimmune disorder
that mostly affects the small joints of
the hands and feet. It causes painful
swelling that progresses into
cartilage damage, bone erosion and
joint deformity.

Green tea compound may help
combat rheumatoid arthritis
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The graphic images like cancerous
lungs and lips may not deter smokers to
quit smoking, rather for many of them these

images are perceived as a threat to their freedom,
choice or autonomy, finds a study.
According to a University of Illinois study "the

good intentions of this tobacco control measure may
be for naught".
"What we found is that most people don't like

these warning labels, whether they are smokers or
non-smokers," said lead author of the study, Nicole
LaVoie, in the paper published in the journal
Communication Research.
"It makes them angry, it makes them express

negative thoughts about the
packaging that they're being
manipulated," LaVoie added.
The participants in the

study were 435
undergraduates between
the ages of 18 and 25,
with a median age
of 20. All
participants were
given a cigarette
package, along
with a

questionnaire
designed to measure certain

personality traits, as well as their reaction to
the package. 
Half of the smokers and half of the non-smokers

were given packages with graphic warning labels and
the other half were given packages with a text-only
label like the one now in use. Also, many smokers
simply buy and use slip covers that go over the
package, she said. They can avoid the images, regain a
sense of control and continue to smoke.
Since smokers tend to be somewhat higher in this

trait, LaVoie said: "We might actually be doing harm
to a group that might need the most help if they're
battling an addiction to smoking."

"We always measure and look at the
intended effects, like encouraging people to
quit smoking, but sometimes we don't
remember to look at what else these
messages are doing that we're not thinking
about, like causing reactance," LaVoie said.
"If these individuals see things as freedom

threats, they are going to be more attracted to
perform the threatened behaviour," said co-
researcher Brian Quick.

Fq`oghb
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She has been an active member of Lions Club
along with her husband and she has been actively
involved in social service since long. Now, after

becoming the Corporator from Saroornagar division,
she wants to bridge the gap between the people and
administration to ensure all-round development of the
division.
Drawing inspiration from her husband, Parupally

Dayakar Reddy, who is currently the general secretary
of Hyderabad and Ranga Reddy district Rice Millers
Association, Anita joined politics and contested the
recently held elections to GHMC on a TRS ticket. 

Anita was received well by the electorate and she
went on to win the elections to become first time
corporator. She says she would strive hard for the
development of the constituency. She says the credit
goes mainly to her husband, who has been into service
activities for long.
Dayakar Reddy, after completing MBA, joined his

We will bridge gap between
people and administration: 
Anita and Dayakar Reddy 

Parupally Dayakar Reddy, who is currently the
general secretary of Hyderabad and Ranga Reddy
district Rice Millers Association, Anita joined

politics and contested the recently held elections
to GHMC on a TRS ticket. 
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father Anji Reddy to assist him in running the rice mill.
Carrying out social activities is in their blood. While Anji
Reddy developed Hanuman Temple in Saroornagar,
Dayakar was active in student politics. Later, he along
with his wife has been active in Lions Club since 2001.
They organized health camps, eye camps and other social
service activities actively.
Dayakar’s family has constructed Maruti Old Age

Home in Kothapet, where 32 elderly people are provided
accommodation free of cost. Dayakar Reddy’s two sisters
– Sukanya Raghava Reddy and Sujata Rammohan Reddy
are doctors, while another sister Sunanda Malla Reddy is
a software engineer. What more! Eve his two daughters –
Sadhvi Reddy and Sindhoora Reddy are also doctors –
thus, four doctors from a family serving the society. 
Anita and Dayakar say, “We will strive to ensure that

all the welfare and development programmes taken up by
the KCR government reach the common people. We will
be available for the people. In fact, we have opened a
ward office in Venkateswara Nagar for this purpose.”
The couple also said they would see to it that

desiltation of drainage and developing municipal parks
including the one at HUDA complex are taken up soon
besides finding solution for the water woes of the
residents.

“We are going to take up plantation of 25,000 saplings
in the division to develop greenery and ensure that 1000
double bed room houses are constructed in the first
phase,” the couple said adding that they would act as a
bridge between administration and the people. 
The couple also sought the cooperation of Hyderabad

and Ranga Reddy district administrations for getting
funds for the development of division.
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When we talk of meditation,
we are actually talking
about hypnosis; the two

words are synonyms, for those who
understand both.
It is dhyan which actually I am

referring to. The present day human
being is a devolved version of the
beings of the vedicperiod, where
dharma was foremost- even before
self and therefore the pollution
levels of air, water and soil were
negligible. It is only when the
human being began retracting
his vision towards his individual
self and finally, in today’s yug,
not looking beyond oneself,
the environment responded
and a plethora of diseases and
problems of all kinds - mental,
emotional and physical took
gigantic and multi-faceted
forms.
The human race today is on the

verge of extinction only due to its
myopic vision of creation, limiting to
oneself only - the self-destructing
philosophy of I, me and myself...all
this leading is to a low level of
consciousness and vice versa, a
vicious circle.
The practice of dhyan is a clear

exit route from this, but dhyan comes
with certain preconditions. Patanjali
said – yam, niyam, asan, pranayam,
pratyahar, dhaarna, DHYAN. Sounds

complicated and also very
cumbersome to the modern level of
consciousness, but a natural daily
practice for those who are evolved. I
have given an equation which would
lead to the state of dhyan...an exit
route to all present day maladies:

Service/seva leads to good
karmas, which leads to dhyan, which
leads to gyan, which leads to
vairagya, which leads to reality and
bliss. 

Ceteris Paribus: Guru
In the present yug, there is no

other way. If you attempt dhyan
otherwise, without the preconditions,

then you will only be doing
meditation or a self-hypnosis and just
fooling yourself. You will give it up
after a while as thoughts will never
leave you and you will get frustrated,
dhyan will never happen.
At Dhyan Ashram we teach

dhyan, the way it is, through the
practice of Sanatan Kriya under a
Guru, free of cost. For us it is
not a business but a seva,
which takes us to higher
planes of consciousness.

A seeker should always
look for preconditions
whenever he/she wants to
venture on this path,
which are:
1] Dhyan should be a

sadhna, not a business.
2] There should be a

living Guru, for only he/she
can give you the vision and

experience of shakti.
3] The Guru should exude the

glow and health which you have
been promised.
4] The purpose of dhyan should

be evolution and nothing else,
sanitised of any commercial activity.

Only then will the effect of maya
reduce and reality will
dawn...otherwise the guru will make
all the money and you will float in
bliss.....the hypnotic one!

Spiritual
Equation Yogi Ashwini
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There are three states to the
mind, which the modern
sciences acknowledge - the

conscious, the unconscious and the
subconscious state. The fourth state,
which the modern science does not
acknowledge, is the super conscious
state or the turaiya state.
There is confusion between

meditation, hypnosis and dhyan. The
majority of the modern sciences
believe them to be the same. But the
vedic rishis differ here, they had
experiences of the subtler dimensions
and, mantras and images of the
various devs and devis were visible to
them. Not just visible, but with their
help they were able to
manifest in the physical world
(which I call the unreal)
various weaponry, health to
the diseased, physical
attributes, wealth etc. This
was the state of dhyan
which they were in,
the turaiya state, and
hence were able to do all
this. 
In dhyan, there is

no pratyaya [an object
of focus]. There is
poorna, or you may call
it shoonya. The five senses
are at rest and made to
rest. You don't focus on
anything. You are there
but you are everywhere,
yet you are nowhere. You
let go, depending on your
karmas, divinity takes over you and
the Guru guides you into the higher
realms and into reality, siddhis are a

byproduct.
In meditation, the conscious mind

is at play. There is a pratyaya or an
object of focus. You are meditating on
something which has a form and
through it you are trying to reach the
formless. This does not happen as
when you focus on a form, the mind
and the five senses are active, the
neurons in the brain form the imagery
and the 5 senses do not get stilled.
You are meditating on something,
something which is physical or i
would say on unreality. You day- dream, the subconscious is activated

and you have visions and, whatever
you have seen in your life is all
recorded and it is mixed and matched

in imagery and over time and
you see things. There are no
sidhis in this, just relaxation and
a false impression of
enlightenment. The so-called
instant kundalini awakening

falls in this category.
Hypnosis taps into

your subconscious
mind. Through the five
senses, you are taken to a
state of subconscious
sleep and you float
between the
unconscious and the

subconscious, where your
senses are on but your physical
brain is at rest and under the
control of the hypnotiser. The
rhythmic music and the
pendulum oscillation relaxes

the brain and you let go into the
sounds which you are hearing.
Many music composers use this
technique to increase the popularity

Dhyan, Meditation,
Hypnosis

YoGi AsHwiNi
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of their music. Also, many guided
meditations use this technique to
increase their popularity.
The striking difference between

dhyan on one part and meditation and
hypnosis on the other is:
1 Dhyan stills your five basic senses
and opens the higher senses.
In the other two, the five senses
remain activated and there is a
only a false impression of going
beyond.

2 Dhyan can be done only with a
Guru, the other two require
teachers and professionals.

3 Dhyan takes you towards reality,
the other two towards your
desires and other's desires.

4 In dhyan, there is no pratyaya.
While the other two require an
object which is perceived by the
five senses.

5 Dhyan gives you sidhis and
humility, the other two ego and a
false impression of having visited
various dimensions.

6 Dhyan can never be bought, it has
to be earned by the Guru's grace.
The other two are for sale.

7 Very minuscule people reach
dhyan. The other two have a
100% success rate, i.e. all reach it.

8 Dhyan makes you leave the
physical world into higher
pleasures. The other two take you
deeper into the physical world.

9 Dhyan gives you the gyan of the
vedas without reading, the other
two a false impression of
knowing it all.

10] Dhyan gives you glow, radiance
and youth. The other two make
you a successful
businessman....and you age as per
the human genetic process. 

Yogi Ashwini  visited Hyderabad
on February 26th & 27th and
teachings on ancient techniques from
yog and ayurveda for longevity
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Substandard medicines could be
three times more prevalent
than the government says,

according to two new studies.
These data have serious

implications on health in a country
where 58.2 percent of the total health
expenditure is an out-of-pocket cost
burden on people, according to the
World Health Organization and
where medicines alone account for
between 70 percent and 77 percent of
health spending.
Substandard drugs work less

effectively, causing disease to run a
longer course, and can even require a
new prescription during treatment.
Substandard drugs also contribute to
antibacterial resistance, a threat that
has doubled in the last five years in
India, IndiaSpend reported earlier.
About 4.5 percent of the drugs in

the Indian market are substandard,
according to surveys by the Central
Drug Standard Control Organisation
(CDSCO), the official regulatory
authority. Reputed brands too fail to
meet quality standards
Experts believe that more

lucrative routinely prescribed drugs
are at higher risk of failing quality
standards, as this new study,
published in the Journal of Applied
Pharmaceutical Science, concluded,
after testing 32 samples of diclofenac
sodium, a popular pain killer. A
second study, published in 2016 in the
International Journal of Pharmacy

and Pharmaceutical Sciences,
evaluated 46 samples of amoxicillin
trihydrate, a fast-moving antibiotic.
"We found a substandard

medicine incidence of 15.62% for
diclofenac sodium and 13.04% for
amoxicillin trihydrate," said Ahmed
Nawaz Khan, study co-author and
assistant professor, Department of
Pharmacy, Jaypee University of
Information Technology, Solan.
Even some higher-priced

medicines from reputed sellers failed
to measure up. "This is sad because
many consumers shell out more for
reputed brands, believing those

One in  7 Indian drugs is
sub-standard

Experts believe that more lucrative routinely prescribed
drugs are at higher risk of failing quality standards, as
this new study, published in the Journal of Applied

Pharmaceutical Science, concluded, after testing 32
samples of diclofenac sodium, a popular pain killer. 



The News You Like | March, 2016 59

products are better," said Khan.
To make the grade, a tablet must

contain between 90 percent and 110
percent of the active ingredient
named on the label, according to the
Indian Pharmacopoeia Commission,
an autonomous Indian health ministry
institution. However, the CDSCO
offers a five percent grace margin on
that lower limit, a leeway Khan called
'needless'.
If the more stringent Indian

Pharmacopoeia specification was
made the yardstick for quality, twice

the number of samples of Khan's
study would fall short. The
implications of this finding:
"Borderline quality suggests a lack of
quality control," said Khan.
Government surveys reveal a

falling incidence of substandard and
spurious drugs in the Indian market-
from about nine percent in the
mid-1990s, as a 2015 International
Journal of Pharmacy and
Pharmaceutical Sciences study cited,

to 4.5 percent in recent years.
Spurious medicines alone,

distinguishable from substandard
products for being imitations of
popular branded drugs, with
ingredients that may or may not
match their label, make up a
negligible part of the Indian drug
market as per the CDSCO-0.046
percent according to its 2009 Report
on Countrywide Survey for Spurious
Drugs and 0.11 percent, according to
last year's regular sampling.
Despite this alarming situation, no

more than seven national-testing
laboratories capable of processing
about 15,000 samples per year cater
to the entire country.
"State drug regulatory authorities

have given out licenses left, right and
centre. But the rise in the number of
manufacturing units and products
hasn't been matched by expanded
testing capacity," said Khan.
In this backdrop, it would be apt

if consumers are equipped with

technology that allows them to verify
the quality of a strip of medicines.
That is possible with solutions from a
host of companies, such as Sproxil,
PharmaSecure and mPedigree.
For instance, PharmaSecure, a

global provider of verification
technology for pharmaceutical
companies, generates a unique
alphanumeric code for a strip of
medicines, printed on the package
directly or applied via scratch-off
labels or holographic labels, pasted
on the packaging line. Consumers

buying the medicine can inquire-via
SMS, mobile app or online-whether
the code, and therefore the medicine,
is genuine or not.
Another technology that would

help root out substandard drugs is
near-infrared spectroscopy, a
technique can filter hundreds of
samples in a few minutes, much
faster than conventional, expensive
high-performance chromatography
technique, said Khan.
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While girls of her age are
busy scraping their brains
to get ranks in their

studies, 16-year-old Shaik Husna
Sameera is on a different mission –
to promote the game of carrom
because she strongly believes that it
is a scientific game and develops
concentration and memory of the
students.
A student of Sri Gayathri Junior

College, she holds the world record
of playing carom for little over 20
hours. By achieving this, she broke
her own world record of playing
carom non-stop for 18 hours 18
minutes and 18 seconds in
Visakhapatnam in 2014.
Interestingly, the Vizag-born girl

is multi-talented having won
meritorious awards in calligraphy
and speed mathematics, besides
being conferred with the Telangana
Bala Ratna. Sameera has played 19

nationals in different categories and
has many awards to her credit.
Sameera wants the government to

support the game and talented
players. “I urge the government to
help those who are talented in this
game because it is not easy to find
sponsors.”
She approached officials at

different levels seeking support for
the game and reservation in
education for carrom players but to
no use. Fed up, the girl is planning to
take the issue to the President of
India and Prime Minister. She sought
an appointment with them but she is
yet to get one. 

Carrom champion seeks
government support 

Zonal director of Sri Gayatri
Educational Institutions, G

Nagaraju said, the management
of Sri Gayatri supports students
in sports and extra-curricular
activities.
“Students of our institutions

not only excel in academics but
also bring laurels to the
institution in sports and games.
One of our students, Shaik
Husna Sameera exhibited her
innate talent in the field of
carrom. She has recently cracked
the wonder world record by
playing non-stop carrom for over
20 hours surpassing her own
record of over 18 hours,”
Nagaraju said.
He also said there were many

more talented youngsters in other
branches of Sri Gayatri
Institutions in Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh.



GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
Regional Directorate of Apprenticeship Training (RDAT),
DGT. Ministry of Skill Development & Entrepreneurship

ATI-EPT Campus, Ramanthapur, Hyderabad
Ph: 040-27031783. Email: rdat_hyd@yahoo.co.in

APPReNTice PRoTsAHAN YojANA (APY) is a new scheme of GoI. and started on 16 October 2014
under this scheme 50% of prescribed stipend is paid to the apprentices is shared by the GoI subject to

the ceiling of maximum 50% of total apprentices in an organisation/establishment

objecTiVe oF THe scHeMe
To bring more number of establishments and youth under the Apprentices Act, 1961
To encourage Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises and other establishments to avail the benefits
of apprenticeship training scheme

scoPe oF THe scHeMe
Sharing of 50% of prescribed stipend by the Government of India for first two years of apprenticeship
training for 1,00,000 apprentices to be engaged by the establishments covered under the Apprentices
Act, 1961.

eliGibiliTY cRiTeRiA FoR eMPloYeRs ANd APPReNTices To AVAil beNeFiT oF THe
scHeMe:

For employers:
Any establishment were trade/occupation/subject field in engineering/ non-engineering/technology
is carried out in terms of the apprentices Act, 1961 as amended from time to time.
The establishments should have strength of at least six employees/workers.

For Apprentices
Who has completed 14 years of age Who is physically fit
Who possesses minimum educational qualification prescribed for a trade is gligible to undergo
apprenticeship training.

iMPliMeNTiNG AGeNcY
Regional Directorate of Apprenticeship Training (RDAT) Hyderabad. Under Directorate General of
Training MSDE is acting as one of the implemeting agencies covering the states of Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana and Karnataka under its jurisdiction. The employer and aspirent candidates may log
on for enrollment for Apprentice under the scheme at www.apprenticeship.gov.in.

Regional Director, RDAT
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MAN Vs MAN EATER

THE NEWS BUREAU

Awildlife expert was forced to
fight for his life and used a
pair of binoculars to defend

himself after a large male leopard
went on a rampage in a school in
Kundalahali in Bengaluru.
Wildlife expert Sanjay Gubbi was

one of six people who was mauled by
the leopard as he attempted to
capture the animal during its ten-hour
rampage. The leopard was eventually
tranquilised, 10 hours after the big
cat rampaged through the school,
attacking several people including a
scientist and a forestry employee. 
The shocking incident took place

in the Vibgyor International school in
Kundalahalli in Bengaluru. Photos
show Sanjay grappled with the

leopard, desperately
attempting to wrestle
the big cat, close to the
school’s swimming
pool. 
He was seen

struggling as the
leopard overpowers
him and sinks its claws
and teeth into the side
of his arm and
shoulder. CCTV
footage showed the early moments
when the leopard, walked in to the
school premises on the early morning
of February 7. 
Witnesses described how the

leopard seemed to panic as it ran
through the school, jumping on
anyone who got in the way. Several
other people injured by the leopard

have now been named including
forest department employee Benny
Maurius.
“It was a long struggle to capture

the leopard. Although it was injected
with tranquilizers it could be
captured only after the medication
took full effect,” said police officer S
Boralingaiah.

Man fought off leopard
with binoculars



Government of India
Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship

Directorate General of Training

Advanced Training Institute for
Electronics and Process 

Instrumentation
Ramanthapur, Hyderabad-500013. Ph: +91-40-2703 7266. Email: atiepihyderabad@nic.in.

Website: atiepihyderabad.gov.in

TRAiNiNG cAleNdAR 2016-17

course 
code course Name duration

(weeks) From To

PLC-101
Allen Bradley PLCs
& Ladder Program-

ming
01 04-04-2016 08-04-2016

20-06-2016 24-06-2016

PLC-102
Industrial Applica-
tions Using Allen
Bradley PLCs

01 11-04-2016 15-04-2016

27-06-2016 01-07-2016

PLC-104
Automation using

micro PLC
(Siemens LOGO!)

01 18-04-2016 22-04-2016

06-06-2016 10-06-2016

PLC-105
S7-300/400

(SIEMENS) Pro-
gramming and Ap-

plications
02 16-05-2016 27-05-2016

PLC-106
SCADA (RS VIEW)
Programming and

Applications
01 09-05-2016 13-05-2016

eMbedded sYsTeM & Vlsi secTioN
a) Advanced embedded system Programming & Appli-

caton development (3 weeks with 3 Modules)

MC-101
8051 Micro Con-
trollers Program-

ming and
Applications

01 04-04-2016 08-04-2016

02-05-2016 06-05-2016

06-06-2016 10-06-2016

MC-201
PIC Micro Con-
trollers Program-

ming and
Applications

01 18-04-2016 22-04-2016

13-06-2016 17-06-2016

MC-301
ARM Micro Con-
trollers Program-

ming and
Applications

01 20-06-2016 24-06-2016

b) Advanced embedded & Networking (AesN)

MC-401 Embedded Net-
working Module-1 01 27-06-2016 01-07-2016

c. Vlsi desiGN

MC-601 VLSI Design 01 09-05-2016 13-05-2016

elecTRicAl secTioN

EL-101
Installation and

Configuration of AC
drives

01 04-04-2016 08-04-2016

20-06-2016 24-06-2016

EL-201 Industrial Motor
Control 01 18-04-2016 22-04-2016

EL-301 Electrical Mainte-
nance and Safety 01 09-05-2016 13-05-2016

EL-501 Electrical Control
Panel Wiring 01 25-04-2016 29-04-2016

EL-601 Electrical House
Wiring 01 27-06-2016 01-07-2016

PE-101
Power Electronic
Devices and Appli-

cations
01 13-06-2016 17-06-2016

GeNeRAl elecTRoNics lAb

GE-101
Basic Electronics
for Non-electronics

People
02 18-04-2016 29-04-2016

GE-102

Operation and Test-
ing of Measuring
operation and test-
ing of measuring in-

struments

01 23-05-2016 27-07-2016

GE-103 Basic Electrical and
Electronics 01 27-06-2016 01-07-2016

GE-104
Digital Electronics
and their applica-

tions
01 02-05-2016 07-05-2016

27-06-2016 01-07-2016

iNFoRMATioN TecHNoloGY

IT-101 Windows network-
ing and security 01 04-04-2016 08-04-2016

20-06-2016 24-06-2016

IT-201 Wireless network-
ing and security 01 11-04-2016 15-04-2016

27-06-2016 01-07-2016

IT-301 PC Repair and
maintenance 01 30-05-2016 03-06-2016

IT-501
Computer operator
using MS Office /
MS Windows

01 06-06-2016 10-06-2016

IT-601 C-Programming 01 09-05-2016 13-05-2016

IT-701 C++ Programming 01 16-05-2016 20-05-2016

IT-801
Installation and
configuration of
Windows, Server

2012
01 02-05-2016 06-05-2016

PRocess coNTRol lAb

PCL-101 Industrial Process
Instrumentation 01 11-04-2016 15-04-2016

06-06-2016 10-06-2015

PCL-201
Industrial Process
Parameter meas-

urement
01 04-04-2016 08-04-2016

PCL-301 Automatic Process
Control 01 18-04-2016 22-04-2016

13-06-2016 17-06-2016

Pcl-401
Industrial Flow level
measurement and

control
01 23-05-2016 27-05-2016

PCL-501
Industrial Process
Measurement and

Control
01 16-05-2016 20-05-2016

27-06-2016 01-07-2016

THeRMAl lAb

TH-101
Industrial Process
Sensor and applica-

tions
01 04-04-2016 08-04-2016

30-05-2016 03-06-2016

TH-102
Industrial Tempera-
ture Measurement

and control
01 02-05-2016 06-05-2016

PRocess PlANT lAb

PPL-101
DCS Programming
for Process control
(HC900 Controller

Honeywell)
01 25-04-2016 29-04-2016

20-06-2016 24-06-2016

PPL-102
SCADA Program-
ming for DCS (Hon-
eywell Experion)

01 02-05-2016 06-05-2016

PRocess PlANT lAb

PPL-101
DCS Programming
for Process control
(HC900 Controller

Honeywell)
01 25-04-2016 29-04-2016

20-06-2016 24-06-2016

PPL-102
SCADA Program-
ming for DCS (Hon-
eywell Experion)

01 02-05-2016 06-05-2016

27-06-2016 01-07-2016

PPL-105 Industrial Control
Using Lab View 01 23-05-2016 27-05-2016

PPL-103 Preumatic and Hy-
drolic Controls 01 18-04-2016 22-04-2016

PPL-104 Mechatronics 02 09-05-2016 20-05-2016

oPeRATioN & MAiNTeNANce oF iMAGe sYsTeM

Me-101
Operation and

maintenance of X-
ray dark room sys-

tems (X-ray)
01 04-04-2016 08-04-2016

23-05-2016 27-05-2016

ME-201

Operation and
maintenance of di-
agnostic, ultra
sound scanners

(DUS)

01 11-04-2016 15-04-2016

30-05-2016 03-06-2016

ME-301
Operation and

maintenance of ICU
equipment (ICU)

01 18-04-2016 22-04-2016

06-06-2016 10-06-2016

ME-401
Operation and
Maintenance of
ventelators (MV)

01 25-04-2016 29-04-2016

13-06-2016 17-06-2016

ME-501
Operation and
maintenance of
ECG recorders

(ECG)
01 02-052016 06-05-2016

20-06-2016 24-06-2016

ME-601
Operation and
maintenance of
Physiotherapy
equipments (PT)

01 09-05-2016 13-05-2016

27-06-2016 01-07-2016

ME-701
Operation and
maintenance of
Clinical lab equip-

ment (CLE)
01 16-05-2016 20-05-2016

coNsuMeR elecTRoNics

CE-101 Maintenance and
repair of cellphones 01 18-04-2016 22-04-2016

CE-102 PCB Design 01 23-05-2016 27-05-2016

oPTicAl FibeR coMMuNicATioN

MC-601 Optical Fiber Com-
munications 01 25-04-2016 29-04-2016

The advanced Training institute for electronic and Process instrumentation (ATi-ePi), Ramanthapur, Hyderabad was
set up by directorate General of employment and Training, Ministry of labour and employment, Government of india

in the year 1974 in collaboration with international labour organization (ilo)/swedish international development
Agency (sidA) to cater to the training needs of industries/organizations in the field of electronics and instrumentation. 

PRoGRAMMAble loGic coNTRolleRs
(Plc/ scAdA)
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